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Tene were but three cases presented, 
Gentlemen, last week; the patients were 

ropsy, another of hysteria, a third o 
disease of the heart. 


INFLAMRY MATODROPSY. 


The case of inflammatory dropsy arose 
from cold. ‘The swelling began in the face 
as early as in any other part, and there was 
a degree of bronchitis present. On listen- 
ing to the chest, a sonorous rattle was heard. 
These are all points on which I have treated 
before in the course of the winter ; they all 
illustrate what I have stated to be the usual 
character of the complaint. She was cured 


by bleeding, low diet, and moderate purg- 
ing. 
HYSTERIA. 

The case of hysteria occurred in a little 
girl, and illustrates one of the causes of the 
disease which I believe is not very infre- 
quent—the propensity to irritation. 

The previous history of this girl I know 
well. Her name was Sarah Ire- 

3 she was 16 years of age, and had bad 
hysteria for nine weeks. It so happened 
(she was a servant maid) that I was sent 
for to one of the family, a few months ago, 
a very interesting and excellent young lady, 
who was in a state of hysterical delirium, 

ly unconscious of what passed around 

, Singing continually, and talking inco- 
This young lady died. After her 
death, I understand that another female in 
the family (of what description I do not 
know, whether one of the daughters or ano- 
ther servant, [ cannot say), became bysteri- 
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cal; and this young girl, who came into the 
hospital, likewise fell into the disease; so 
that from one being hysterical, two others 
became affected in the same family ; and the 
character of the hysteria in two of the chree 
was alike—they took to singing and talk- 
ing incoherently. This patient was ad- 
mitted on the 1st of February, and the dis- 
ease in her continued up to the very mo- 
ment of her admission, br soon after she 
came into the ward sbe had a regular fit—-a 
fit of hysteria; therefore the disease 

not ceased—nay, it had not declined in the 
least. I had her, on admission, cupped in- 
stantly on the loins to 16 ounces, and being 
excessively flatulent, she took two drachms 
of the confection of rue three times a day, 
and was put on low diet: she never had a 
fit of the disease from that moment. She 
had had the disease unceasingly for nine 
weeks; she had had a fit after coming into 
the ward in about an hour, or an hour and 
a half, and from this moment it entirely 
ceased. 

Now it would be very wrong for me to 
assert that [ had cured this patient. Had I 
koown nothing of her, 1 should certainly 
have thought I had cured her by cuppin 
her well on the loins, giving her rue, an 
putting her on low diet. It is possible that 

did cure her, but I thivk it is also possible 
that the disease in consequence of 
her being removed from home. Lo the house 
where she was, another person had hysteria. 
In that house she had had the disease so 
long, that she had no command at all over 
herself, and was not at all influenced by the 
fear of those around her. Here she was re~ 
moved from the sight of the disease, and 
placed under and among strangers, of whom 
she was more or less afraid; not that her 
symptoms were voluntary, but in many of 
those nervous affections, if patients can be 
unconsciously induced to exert a degree of 
restraint over themselves, the nervous affec- 
tion is lessened, and will frequently cease. 
Therefore I think from the fear she had of 
those around her, of being cupped and doc- 
tored without any ceremony, and being ob- 
liged to submit to all the treatment which 
we might think proper in our wisdom to 

» L really can believe the girl's disease 
3D 
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ceased from the impression thus made upon 
her mind, 

I will say a few words on hysteria. I need 
not tell you the characters of it. You know 
that women are seized with a fit of more or 
less complete insengibility, with irregular 
convulsions, So that they feel choking, 
they sob, laugh, and ery ; and go out of one 
fit into another. All this was the case here, 
Frequently, too, patients are incoherent, 
sometimes sing songs, and sometimes 
psalms. But these cases illustrate the fact, 
of which I am certain, that the disease does 
not, as some pretend to say, necessarily 
arise from the sexual organs, nor from sexual 
feelings. In the young lady who was the 
first subject affected in the House, it was 
quite certain, I think perfectly certain, from 
a number of circumstances with which I 
am acquainted, that it arose entirely from 
her extreme assiduity in charitably superin- 
tending some schools, and in superintending, 
likewise, the education of her little brothers 
and sisters. Her extreme anxiety, with an 
excessive degree of attachment to her fa- 
mily, induced all this. 

rom the character of the young lady, I 
am quite sure there was not a sexual feel- 
ing, either pure or incorrect, about her; 
that she had no attachment even to any in- 
dividual beyond the domestic circle. Dur- 
ing her delirium, she never once uttered an 
improper expression—never made a single 
allusion to any one human being excepting 
to her father and mother, and her little 
brothers and sisters. When she sang it 
was always a hymn, or some little thing of 
an innocent description, I have no doubt 
that in her the hysteria was brought on by 
her state of mind—her attachment to her 
family—the extreme anxiety which she had 
for some time experienced with regard to 
them, and with regard to the success of a 
number of poor children with whom she 
took much pains. What occurred in the case 
of the second patient I do not know, except 
that the symptoms were precisely the same ; 
but in the third (the girl that was here), 
there was no reason to — any-thing of 
the kind that is usually al as the 
cause. In the first place the uterus was 
unaffected, for the catamenia were perfectly 
regular ; she was sixteen years of age only, 
and had menstruated four months ; but from 
the commencement of the menstruation, the 
catamenia had regularly appeared, and abun- 
dantly, Thea with respect to her mind, 
there was no reason—not the slightest rea- 
son, to suppose any-thing at all of that de- 
scription, If there had been, I think the 
disease would not have ceased the ve 
day she was brought into this hospital. ft 
‘is right to be remembered, however, that she 
had a fall on her forehead, but [ cannot 
‘think that that bad any-thing to do with it, 


for the complaint had occurred in two 
others of the family before ; and when I re- 
collect that the character of the hysteria was 
precisely the same in this as in the other 
cases, and ceased as it did, I cannot but 
ascribe it entirely to the i i 

on her mind by witnessing the other two in 
their disease. 

In regard to the fatal case of hysteria, it 
was the first instance I ever saw of hysteria 
proving fatal. Iu general, hysteria is a 
very innocent disease. It is troublesome— 
it is very annoying, or ought to be very an- 
noying to a woman certeinly, to make such 
an exhibition of herself as they do in a fit 
of h ia; but I never knew it dangerous 
or fatal in my life before. In that young 
lady it certainly was of an inflammatory 
character; the pulse was quick, the skin 
hot, and the tongue dry and white, Anti- 
inflammatory measures were freely had re- 
course to, and she was considerably better. 
She frequently talked intelligibly after- 
wards; she was seldom, indeed, for any 
length of time, unconscious of what passed 
around her, but at length she became torpid, 
a degree of stupor supervened; she was 
unconscious of what went on; she had a 
kind of muttering, and an inflammation of 
both hands and wrists came on, and we 
thought (the medical who con- 
stantly attended her, and I myself) that a 
fluctuation could be perceived; however, 
when this was the case, the pulse was ex- 
ceedingly feeble and fluttering, and to have 
made an incision there would have been 
altogether useless—at any rate when the 
thing was mentioned before the family, a 
determination to prevent any-thing of the 
sort was expressed, and she died in a few 
hours afterwards. Unfortunately, no ex- 
amination of the body took place, and I do 
not, therefore, know what was the internal 
state. 

But I should mention that since then I 
have known another case of hysteria which 
proved fatal; one which I did not attend, 
but the cirenmstances of which were related 
to me, and | was t at the examina- 
tion of the body. I believe those gentle- 
men who attend my lectures on the - 
tice of medicine have heard me detail this 
case, but [ am sure they will pardon my 
mentioning the circumstances here again, 
on account of its very extraordinary nature. 

Two young ladies of a very nervous dis- 
position, of very active minds—very excit- 
able feelings—twins, had for some years 
been subject to fits of 
and convulsions, and in the fits they w 
continually be seized with a motion of the 
head and arms regularly occurring in accu- 
rate time, and accompanied the words 
tie — tie,” —just like a k. This 
would sometimes be with sensibility, and 
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onesies unconsciously. Sometimes they 
would conscious of it, and would say, 
« Now here is the tic coming again, but 1 
canoot help it.” And now and then the 
would say in distinct words, “‘_I cum,” 
cum,” or hi cum, hi cum, I do not know 
which, and what it meant I do not know; 
but they both at Jast fell into a sort of trance 
—into a state of perfect insensibility, as 
though they were in a deep sleep, but with- 
out any mol and the breathing was 
natural, though faint, It was not an apo- 
plectic state, but really a state of sleep, 
and this continued fora length of time. One 
of them died, and I was sent for to the other; 
there was then nt @ symptom very 
common in hysterics, extreme sensibility of 
the surface of the trunk, so that the slightest 
touch gave her exquisite pain, caused her to 
- and nearly shriek, and say hicum a 
times, and then the head to begin mov- 
ing from side to side, and the hands and 
forearms to semi-rotate in regular time, the 
motion being accompanied by the words, 
tie—tic, tic—tic, the second word tic being 
pronounced, as usual, some notes lower than 
the first. This morbid sensibility of the sur- 
face has frequently been mistaken for in- 
flammation: but it is a state of the sentient 
nerves. If I opened her eyes they remain- 
ed so for a minute, fixed as if she was look- 
ing at something ou the left of her, and then 
the eyelids quietly shut. Seeing her lie in 
this trance, in which I was told she had 
been for a considerahle time, 1 recommend- 
ed that she should be well nourished. Wine 
and strong broth were got down, and when 
she appeared sinking. large quantities of sul- 
phate of quinine. But at one time there 
was such debility that when a teaspoon-ful 
of wine or soup was put into the mouth, we 
had to squeeze the larynx at the arytenoid 
cartilages, to cause irritation enough to pro- 
duce deglutition, In this way, and by the 
extreme assiduity of the gentleman who 
regularly attended her—who, in fact, gave 
himself entirely up to the case, staid 
with her day and night, feeding and watch- 
ing her, she survived. At the end of three 
weeks I saw her again, Since my first visit 
fulness of the head had taken place, indi- 
cated by heat, and by throbbing of the tem- 
les; it was ratte 4 necessary to apply 
s, and at the end of some weeks from 
this time even, she was still alive though 
still in a trance. During this time she 
had once or twice half awakened for a few 
minutes; io one of these moments, of con- 
sciousness she made motions as if she 
wanted to write, and they gave her a pencil, 
and she wrote down distinctly what she 
wanted in regard to her affairs, and weat off 
into her slumber, On another ooca- 
she became covscious and opened her 
mouth as if she wanted food; they gave 


her some, and she ate it ravenously, aud 
then went off again, I was once present 
when she became conscicus, and evinced by 
moaning and moving her arms that she 
wanted something ; she shook hands with 
all around her, with me among the rest, and 
I am sure was perfectly conscious of her 
situation, but in a few minutes she went 
off again. 

Now, | allude to these cases for the pur- 
pose of showing that hysteria is sometimes 
fatal. The sister whom I did not see alive, 
and who lay dead in the house, had, after 
being kept a fortnight, undergone very little 
change; it was thought right to open the 
body, but nothing could be observed ex- 
cept extreme paleness. I never saw the 
membranes of the brain—the pia mater par- 
ticularly, more destitute of blood; and the 
| brain itself was excessively exangueous, 

The general character is the same exactly 
with that extraordinery disease called cata- 
lepsy ; I believe catalepsy is a variety of 
hysteria. As in hysteria, so in catalepsy, 
the patient is generally a little sensible, 
though insensible in a very high degree. 
You can mould them into any form. If you 
place them upon their back and raise one 
leg, they lie with that leg raised: so 
with the arms. This is a disease which 
very few le have seen; 1 have never 
seen it myself; but it occurs, like hysteria, 
most frequently in women. Like hysteria 
it will come on in paroxysms. It likewise 
agrees with hysteria in this, that generally 
it is only a troublesome complaint, but 
sometimes is of a fatal nature. There was a 
case in this hospital last year, I did not see 
it, from a paroxysm never happening when I 
was in the house, for some weeks, and was 
considered to be a case of catalepsy without 
any deception ; it occurred in a woman, and 
the fits came on at irregular periods; she 
was fully unconscious at the time, and 
might be moulded into any shape. She 
went out well, I believe, or atleast no worse 
than when she came in, 

There is a case described by Dr. Heber- 
den which occurred at this Hospital, and 
which he came here to see. You will find 
it stated in his Commentaries. It occurred 
ina woman, The paroxysm usually came 
on morning and evening, and lasted from 
one to three hours; but upon one occasion 
the paroxysm lasted twelve hours, It would 
come on suddenly, the pulse and breathing 
remaining watural; the eye was fixed as 
though looking at some object, and the arm 
would remain as it was placed for twenty 
minutes tugether, and it once did so for one 
hour, precisely as if it belonged to a statue, 
and it would sustain seven pounds weight. 
The jaws were shut, and it was observed, 
that if the nostrils were closed, the lips 
opened, and a respiratory effort was made. 
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After a time there was nearly, but not per- 
fectly, complete insensibility, and generally 
in hysteria the insensibility is incomplete. 
It was noticed that a slight winking occur- 
red on the approach of the finger to the eye, 
and that a contraction of the iris occurred 
ou the approach of a candle, Dr. Gregory, 
I recollect, used to mention a case of cata- 
lepsy that occurred from mental distress, in 
a lady whose history resembled the affect- 
ing tale of Isabella in the Futal Marriage, 
aud she appeared insensible except when 
her child was brought to her, and then faint 
signs of perception instantly took place. In 
a case not exactly of catalepsy, but in some 
degree of analogous nervous affection,—of 
trance, mentioned I think in the Fsycholo- 
gical Magazine, a young lady lay so long 
senseless and without any sign of life, that 
she was not only laid out, but laid in her 
coffin, and at length, while they were plac- 
ing the lid upon it, a general sweat from 
horror broke out upon her, and re: ealed 
that she was still alive. She recovered, and 
deciared that she had been sensible to things 
around her all the while, though unable to 
move a feature. What was the result of the 
other case I do not kuow, that is not men- 
tioned by Dr. Heberdea ; but that catalepsy 
is sometimes fatal is proved beyond doubt. 
A deserter who was caught, suddenly 
shrieked, lost his voice, and became im- 
moveable and unconscious ; he then became 
cataleptic; neither ate nor drank, nor dis- 
caus urine nor faces, and died in twenty 
ays. 

Now, I think it is important that you 
should know there are cases of this descrip- 
tion, because both catalepsy and hysteria 
are for the most part devoid of danger ; both 
you find prove fatal occasionally. I never 
knew, till within these few months, a case 
of hysteria prove fatal. One within that 
time has proved fatal in my own practice, 
and I was present at the post-mortem ex- 
amination of another. 

There is a case of hysteria in my female 
ward, illustrating another variety of the dis- 
ease, unaccompanied by singing, but where, 
besides the regular symptoms of hysteria, 
the right side of the body is much more 
affected than the left, so that in the fit the 
action of the muscles of the face on the right 
side draw the left side of the face in such 
a way that you would imagine the patient 
to be paralytic on the left side. The right 
hand is clenched, with the thumb bent 
in upon the palm, the abductor pollicis 
acting so powerfully, the right arm drawn 
violently behind, the right leg drawn back, 
and the right foot turned in. In this case 
other muscles are affected, so that the girl, 
who | understand could speak very well 
before the disease presented itself, can speak 
now but very imperfectly ; for instance, 
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for “ so,” she will say “ toe;" for * yes,’* 
“yet;” and so on. She speaks exactly as 
many children do who have defects in their 
speech ; this is entirely the effect of the 
disease. The mind too is frequently in this 
disease peevish and silly, and so it is in 
this girl—this rather, for she 
twenty-five years of age—she answers 
rae and snappishly; she has had the 
complaint for two years, In her, I believe, 
there is no doubt the disease has arisen 
from disappointed attachment; I believe 
there has been a little love in her case. I 
understand that she has a sweatheart (as 
most women have before they are five-and- 
twenty), but that that sweatheart is two 
hundred miles off, a calamity quite sufficient 
to make any girl go into fits. (Laughter.) 
However, she is already considerably better, 
| had her cupped on the loins to a pint, and 
ordered her an injection every day, coasist- 
ing of three ounces of the oil of turpentine 
and a pint of gruel. She has been cupped 
at the occiput also to a pint, and the fits 
have become much less violent and less 
frequent, and the menses have appeared 
after not occurring for three months. It 
was not the cessation of the menses that 
caused this disease, for she has had the 
disease two years, and they had only ceased 
for two or three moaths. Immediately after 
the cupping and the very first injection, the 
right hand opened completely, although it 
had been closed, as I said, for a fortnight 
before she came here, She will be soon 
perfectly well. 

I may mention here, that formerly it was 
supposed that a great number of diseases 
arose from supp d discharges and su 
pressed irritations; it seemed never to 
thought that the occurrence of another dis- 
ease might puta stop to a natural discharge, 
and to a morbid discharge orirritation. Now, 
I think there can be no doubt, that in very 
many cases, perhaps in the greater number 
in which the suspension of the catamenia 
takes place, and other complaints appear, it 
is not the cessation that occasions the other 
disease, but the occurrence of the other dis- 
ease that causes the cessation. With re- 
spect to eruptive diseases, diseases of the 
skin, you know very well it frequently hap- 
pens, that in scarlet fever, or the measles, 
for example, the eruption will not come 
forth, or will decline toojsoon. It was gene- 
rally supposed there was a defect in the 
power of the constitution in all those cases, 
and an indication that stimulants should be 
given. I believe we cwe it to the French, 
and perhaps particularly to Broussais, that 
we now know, that when cutaneous erup- 
tious do not come forth at the proper time 
it is generally owing to an internal inflam- 
mation—certainly more frequently to in- 
flammatioa in the chest or abdomen than 
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any-thing else, and that the best mode of 
bringing out the eruption is to subdue the 
internal inflammation, So itis with respect 
toa great many itstances of the cessation 
of a disease, or the cessation of a discharge. 
If another disease, if a new excitement of | 
the system takes place, you may expect 
that an action which previously existed in 
the body will not go on so vigorously as it 
did before; that a chronic eruptive com- | 
plaint may disappear, the catamenia may 
stop, or the disch from a sore leg may 
dry up. Certainly I think the occurrence 
of a new disease within the system is quite 
as frequently the cause of the cessation 
of discharges both morbid and natural, 
and of the cessation of many diseases of 
irritation, as that the sudden suppression 
of discherges—the sudden cessation of 
discharges from a disease and irritation 
which previously existed, gives rise to 
the new diseases. This is very important 
in pathology, for if in every case where the 
cat ia have stopped and anotber disease 
has begun, we were merely to direct our 
attention to the forcing back of the menses, 
we should very often fail; whereas by at- 
tempting to cure, and by curing the new 
disease, the catamenia will returo as a mat- 
ter of course, though while subduing the 
other disease, it might be sound practice 
also to endeavour to excite them. You know 
that when an acute inflammatory disease 
takes place, the bowels, for example, will 
become very much torpid, the natural func- 
tions of the alimentary canal will cease or 
diminish, so that costiveness is a common 
circumstance in many acute diseases. So 
it is precisely with the catamenia, and often 
with discharges from issues and sore legs. 
You know that when a person has asore leg 
discharging profusely, if an inflammation of 
the lungs or brain occurs, the sore imme- 
diately puts on a different appearance, the 
discharge perhaps lessens and dries up. 
Now, it is not the cessation ofthe discharge 
from the leg that causes the complaint in 
that case, but the complaint that causes the 
cessation. ‘These things were once but little 
known; one side of the question only was 
viewed by most old writers, and I think that 
side is less frequently in fault than the side 
to which they did not look ; consequently 
they took too limited a view of such cases, 
were often wrong in their practice. 


DISEASED HEART. 

There was a case presented, Gentlemen, 
of affection of the heart, which was exceed- 
ingly interesting from the good that was 
done. A e number of diseases of the 
heart are undoubtedly of an inflammatory 
character; they begin as inflammation of 
the pericardium and heart, and the organic 
ion which remains is merely the conse- 
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quence of the previous inflammation. There 
are Others of an opposite character, which 
are attended by debility of the whole con- 
stitution; with flabbiness of the muscles and 
paleness of the face, which are removed or 
lessened, we will say, by the opposite plan 
of treatment. 

The case to which I allude, was that of 
@ woman admitted on the 15th of January. 
She was 43 years of age, was anasarcous ; 
the face was swelled, the legs were swelled, 
and there was a strong action of the left 
ventricle of the heart over a considerable 
space. At the moment you felt the stroke 
of the heart, and felt the pulse, a bel/ows- 
sound was heard, which every now and then 
became the sound of a saw. It was ge- 
nerally a bellows-sound, but now and then 
the bellows-sound became very shrill, ex- 
actly like that of a fine saw. She had suf- 
fered from palpitation for four years, though 
she said she had been ill only six months. 
She was pale, and on feeling the arm the 
muscles were quite flabby. My impression 
was, that if T bled this woman and put her 
on low diet, I should certainly have in- 
creased the mischief. I could not but be- 
lieve that this was q case of dropsy, arising 
from disease of the heart, attended with de- 
bility and flabbinees of its texture. With 
respect to the state of the heart, I con- 
ceived, that as it beat over a very consider- 
able space, and, as there was a dull sound 
to unusual extent, upon percussion of the 
cardiuc region, that it was dilated. If the 
heart is merely hypertrophied and not dilat- 
ed, you have not much extent of dull sound ; 
if it is dilated, then the dulaess on percus- 
sion is extensive. ‘There was evidently 
obstruction to the passage of the blood into 
the aorta; but it was impossible to say 
whether that obstruction arose from con- 
striction of the aortic opening, or the dilated 
state of the left ventricle. The latter might 
be quite sufficient to account for the symp- 
toms: the cavity having become too large 
relatively for the natural dimensions of the 
aortic opening. I am satisfied that there 
was dilatation, as well as thickening of the 
heart, but the disease was not of an inflam- 
matory character ; on the contrary, it was 
a disease of debility. 

I gave her strengthening medicine ; I ex- 
hibited iron; but that she might have some- 
thing, on account of the dropsical effusion, 
that tended to increase the discharge by 
the kidneys and by the bowels, she took the 
tartrate of iron in treacle—two drachms of 
the ferrum tartarizatum three times a day. 
In two or three days | made it three drachms 
three times a day, and in two or three = 
more, half an ounce three timesa day. By 
this time she began to make a considerable 
quantity of water, indeed the quantity of 
water was i more or less after the 
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third day from heradmission. The bowels, 
too, became exceedingly purged from the 
ferrum tartarizatum and the treacle. While 
she had these discharges, however, she re- 
gularly gained strength, so far from becom- 
ing weakened, ‘The palpitation of the heart 
declined —the dyspnea diminished —the 
sound of the left ventricle of the heart less- 
ened from a sawing sound to only a bellows- 
sound. She could lie on either side, from 
having been able to lie only on the right. 
She became much stronger, and likewise 
regained her colour. However, as the me- 
dicine was purging her too actively, the 
dose was reduced to two drachms three 
times a day; and as 1 was anxious that 
though she should not be purged excessive- 
ly, she should have as much of the iron as 
possible, I gave her, in addition to the two 
drachms of the ferrum tartarizatum, two 
drachms of the subcarbonate of iron, mixed 
with each dose. The edema went entirely 
away ; she felt much stronger on the 25th of 
January (having been admitted on the 13th), 
and in every respect better, When she 
came in, she was so ill that she could not 
walk ; she was immediately put to bed, and 
I almost thought that there she would lie till 
she died; but on the 8th of February, the 
report says she felt quite strong and quite 
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great debility of the heart, flabbiness of the 
muscles, paleness of the surface, and if the 
heart is found dilated, and we see consider- 
able effusion, under these circumstances a 
great deal of good may be done by givi 
ag of iron. They are menti 

y some foreign writers, and I have seen 
very much good done by their administra- 
tion. Of all the preparations, I consider 
the tartrate is one of the best, on account of 
its having no tendency, when given in trea- 
cle, to constipate the bowels, but rather to 
open them freely, and keep up a discharge 
also from the kidneys, I think this was one 
of the most satisfactory cases I ever treated. 
A few years ago, I certainly should have 
been quite at aloes in such acase. I should, 
perhaps, have applied leeches, or given a 
quantity of mercury, or only diuretics ; at 
any rate I should bave palliated 
that in a very imperfect manner, or 
ted this very important remedy. 


ANEURISM OF THE AORTA IN A FEMALE. 


Only four cases have been admitted since 
our last lecture : two in females. One a case 
of chronic bronchitis, or rather of acuto- 
chronic bronchitis, which had existed for 
two ths, and where there was a sonorous 


well. No cedema of any part, no dyspnea, 
no palpitation : but of course the heart was 
not cured; on listening, I still perceived a 
bellows-sound, but there was such adiminu- 
tion of it and of all the symptoms, that she 
thought berself well, found herself strong, 
and went about and looked rosy, and would 
be treated as a sick woman no longer, but 
went home. When dilatation of the heart 
arises merely from its texture having be- 
come soft and flabby, I have no doubt it 
may sometimes be cured. Voluntary mus- 
cles, from being very relaxed, soft, and 
flabby, do every day become, by hen- 
ing the system, firm and hard again. his, 
therefore, may happen in the case of the 
heart, and if the flabbiness of the heart has 
given rise to dilatation (and dilatation is 
most frequently attended by softness of the 
heart) if not united with, and resulting from, 
hypertrophy), this dilatation may cease on 
the return of tone. Dr. Piorry says, that by 
means of percussion on the plessimetre, he 
has ascertained the fact of a dilated heart 
recovering its natural dimensions. 

The case was very satisfactory, because 
the treatment of diseases of the heart is, for 
the most part, difficult ; if you cannot dis- 
cover tenderness, if you cannot make out a 
decided local inflammation: if you cannot 
make out any fulness of the system, the 
utmost you can do is to palliate the symp- 
toms, and to increase the quantity of urine, 
if any effusion have taken place, But I be- 
lieve, if there is reason to suppose there is 


rattle in various parts of the chest. But 
the other was a case of aneurism of the aorta, 
Aneurism of the aorta is a disease which we 
very seldom see in women ; but I think you 
will agree with me, that though it is rare in 
females, the patient whom you shall pre- 
sently see, really labours under the disease, 
Her name is Ann ——, she is 51 years of 
age, and has been ill two years. Her pulse 
ov admission was rapid, 136, full and strong. 
There was a strong and diffused pulsation at 
the cartilages of the right lower true ribs, a 
constant cough, and some mucous expecto- 
ration. The week before her admission, she 
had spit up blood. Where the pulsation is 
observed, there is some tumefaction and 

eat tenderness. At all times she has shoot- 
ing pricking pains there, and likewise pain 
in the right shoulder and down to the elbow, 
This is a perfectly well-marked case of the 
disease. Whenever the aneurism arrives at 
a certain size, I have noticed pricking pains 
te take place. | e that they arise 
from the inflammation going on exteriorly to 
the artery, producing adhesions between the 
vessel and the neighbouring parts, and pro- 
ducing adhesions after the vessel is obstruct- 
ed between more exterior parts in succes- 
sion ; a beautiful provision of nature, that 
life may be preserved as long as possible, 
There is extreme tenderness of course alse, 
through this same inflammatory process, 
She has an aching io the right shoulder, 
As such an aneurism goes to the right side, 


if 
te 
> 
‘ 
! 
‘ 
1 
‘ 


DR. ELLIOTSON ON ANEURISM OF THE AORTA. 778 


I have usually observed pai 
extremity, pains about 


in the right 


I need not say that a case of this kind 


scapula, clavi-|can have but one termination. But great 


cle, axilla, and down the arm ; and here the | relief may be obtained by purging, keeping 
pain extends as low as the elbow. With the patient perfectly at rest and upon low 
respect to the constant cough, there can be diet, and resorting to repeated bleedings. I 
no doubt that that arises from the inflam- bled her, when she was admitted, to about 
mation which is set up in the lungs imme-| twenty ounces; and next doy the pulse 
diately in contact with the aneurism. The| was reduced to 120; the breathing was 
lungs of course are glued to the aneurism,and better, and she was much easier. The 
hea are inf 


She has spitting | cough continued, and I ordered her another 


of blood; a degree of bronchitis is esta-| venesection to twenty ounces, and house 
blished, from the inflammation going on! medicine to be taken every day, I have 
around the aneurism, the mucous mem- desired that she may be brought in, for 


brane suffering also, being excited into an 
inflammatory and bemorrhagic state. She 
has, I need not say, great dyspnwa on mov- 
ing. She is also very costive, and says her 
motions are black. 


were present. She cannot lie on the left 
side; she lies on the right side, and lies 
easier there than even on her back. I believe 
this circumstance arises from two causes; 
first, that when she lies on the left side, 
there is a dragging down to the left side of 
the parts that are adhering and diseased ; 
and, secondly, that if she lies on the left side, 
the heart beats the more violently,as it always 
must, if hypertrophied, or even merely ex- 
cited, against the ribs, from its closer proxi- 
mity to them when we lie on the left side, 
and thus increases the inconvenience. That 
there is disease of the heart, I have no doubt, 
and I am sure it is hypertrophied to a certain 
extent; for it beats violently in the left part 
of the cardiac region, without any noise ; 
it gives a violent blow on the ribs, and that 
blow would be quite sufficient to make it 
painful for her to lie on the left side. 

With respect to the bronchitis, there is 
sonorous rattle as well as expectoration. 
The chief seat of the pulsation is between 
the fourth and the sixth right ribs near the 
sternum. If you pat your fingers upon the 
space between the fourth, filth, and sixth 
an you will find the pulsation very great 

ere. 

Causes.—I can have no doubt that the 
disease has arisen from violent exercise. 
Many of the diseases of the heart and arte- 
ries atise from inflammation, which pro- 
ceeds from causes connected with rheuma- 
tism. Some again take place merely from 
an inexplicable disposition to organic dis- 
ease of the coats, and chiefly of the lining 
membranes of the aorta, and of the lining 
membrane of the heart. But sometimes 
you will see disease of those parts arise 

m excessive muscular action. This woman 
has led what ove might consider a very un- 
natural life fora woman. She has travelled 
with her husband over the country as a sort 
of saleswoman—selling articles, and fre- 
rw walking eighteen or twenty miles a 

y, aad very often in hilly coun 


¢ catamenia are quite | 
regular, and at the time of her admission | 


some gentlemen may wish to inspect her, 
who may not have the opportunity of seeing 
the case again, 


[The patient was now brought in, and the 
pupils severally had an opportunity of ex- 
amining the tumour. ] 


I conclude that, in this case, the aneu- 
rism must rise from the aorta, just after it 
has left the pericardium. If the aneurism 
occurs within the pericardium, it generally 
bursts before it has attained any consider- 
able size. You know that, in the peri- 
cardium, there are no means for the aorta 
to form adhesions around ; it therefore sim- 
ply distends ; there is nothing for it to ad- 
here to, being loose like the heart; aftet 
the external coat has been dilated to a 
certain extent, the vessel gives way. 
usual course of the complaint is for the in- 
ternal and middle coats, or both, to split, 
and then for the blood to be diffused below 
the external coat; and it will extend this, 
and the patient live for some weeks—or, 
for what I know, a few months. But at 
last, as the escape of the blood becomes 
greater and greater, the external coat is 
more and more distended, till it suddenly 
gives way, and the patient dies in a mo- 
ment. 

This is a drawing [exhibiting it] taken 
from a patient of mine, a woman in the 
hospital, who came in for another com- 
plaint—pain in the head, and for which she 
had leeches applied. Within a few hours 
atter her admission, while the leeches were 
applying, she fell back and died as if she 
had been shot. You will observe that here 
the artery is split just as it arises from the 
heart; here are the internal and middle 
coats of the aorta together ; they have split 
transversely ; the blood was effused under 
this the external coat. Thus external effu- 
sion into the pericardium was prevented 
from taking place for a considerable time. 
In one part of the inside of the external 
coat, you see regular layers of fibrine—layer 
upon layer. The external coat was pro- 
digiously distended, and at last a crack 
through it took place longitudinally—the 
very reverse direction of the split in the 
internal and middie coats. When the ex- 
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ternal thus gave way, she of course died in| 
moment. 

It is very curious that the same thing 
oceurred in George the Second. You will 
find the account of that king’s death in the | 
Transactions of the Royal Society. He 
died of a rupture of the right ventricle of 
the heart ; but they found the aorta exactly 
in the first stage of the state in which this 
woman’s was; that is to say, the internal 
and middle coats hed ruptured; there was 
a large coagulum under the external coat 
which bad not given way; and if his heart, 
had not ruptured, he would have died in a| 
few weeks I presume, from rupture of the | 
external coat of the aorta itself, 

This, therefore, is not an aneurism of the | 
aorta, so low down as to be within the, 
pericardium ; it is an aneurism of the aorta 
soon after it has left the pericardium. I 
conclude this from its situation. You ob-| 
serve the chief part of the tumour—the 
most prominent part of it, is between the, 
cartilages of the fourth and sixth true 
tibs, The disease sometimes takes place 
higher up ; it sometimes takes place at the 
arch; and when at the arch, sometimes at! 
the superior part of it, and sometimes at) 
the anterior part of it. If the disease were 
Situated in the arch itself, there would be a 
tumour formed much higher up, or perbaps, 
indeed, just above the sternum ; but it must, 
therefore, be situated, no doubt, in the as- 
cending aorta, not in the arch itself, for the 
tumour to be in the situation in which you 
see it in this case. This, of course, will at 
length rupture. There is no probability of 
death from its pressing upon the esophagus 
or trachea ; probably from the extreme ten- 
derness at its pr t part, rupture will 
take place there into the pleura, and she 
will die of hemorrhage. The rupture of 

thoracic aorta must frequently. take 
place into the left pleura, but sometimes 
into the esophagus, sometimes iuto the 
pulmonary artery, and sometimes into the 
substance of the lungs and various other 
parts, but generally it takes place into the 
left pleura. 

Diagnosis.—Now when the disease has 
not advanced as it has done in this woman, 
I believe it to be a very difficult thing in- 
deed to recognise it. I do not pretend 
myself to be able to recognise an aneurism 

the aorta before it has produced a tu- 
mour, or strong pulsation in some one part. 
There is a French writer (Dr. Bertin) who 
says it may be discovered by applying the 
stethoscope over the sternum. He says, 
that even when it has not given rise to any 
tumour or pulsation that may be felt, you 
es hear a pulsation under the sternum, 
that he has three times thus discovered 

the disease before it had produced any tu- 
mour, or any external pulsation at all, Whe- 
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ther he was fortunate in those cases, or 
whether he was justified in the first instance 
in saying they were aneurism of the aurta, 
I do not know. 

Symptoms.—Respecting the symptoms, I 
believe that what you have heard this 
woman say [she answered questions 

rating the Doctor's statement made 
before she was called in), and what I bave 
detailed from the case-book, agree with 
what I have mentioned in the book I have 
published upon these diseases, I have said, 
“There is frequently cough, mucous and 
bloody expectoration ; dysphagia ; dyspnea, 
even orthopnea ; attacks of spasmodic suffo- 


|eation; pain in the right shoulder, axilla, 


inner side of the arm, in the course of the 
nerves, which may be tender, and up the 
right side of the neck and hand. Pricking 
pains may be felt in the tumour,” These she 
experiences severely, —I bad a patient 
labouring under this disease whose axilla 
was so tender from an aneurism of the aorta 
that he could not bear it pressed upon. 

With respect to the situation of the 
tumour, | have said,—“ When a certain 
size is attained by an aneurism of the ascend- 
ing aorta, a tumour is usually found at the 
fifth and sixth ribs of the right side ; when, 
at the anterior part of the arch, the tumour 
is at the third and fourth of the right side ; 
when at the superior part of the arch, it is 
above the sternum and clavicles, The 
strongly pulsating character of the tumour 
shows its nature, even should the tumefac- 
tion subside considerably for a time, as bap- 
pened by repeated venesection in three cases 
of this inoue that I treated, and in one of 
which the tumour once actually pointed.” 
This case, in which the tumour pulsated, 
was one in which I expected rupture to take 
place within a week or two; but by repeated 
bleedings, the tumour that was not only 
very large, but had begun to be pointed— 
receded, and at last the part became level. 
This patient, however, died suddenly, when 
in about six or eight months afterwards he 
came into the hospital a second time, of rup- 
ture into the left pleura. But from lessen- 
ing the volume of blood in the system, 
the tumour became so much reduced, that 
though a strong pulsation existed, still 
the part became quite level; therefore 
I was not surprised to hear a gentleman 
remark this morning, in examining the 

tient whom you have just seen, that 
fe thought the tumour in the present in- 
stance was less than at the woman's ad- 
mission. She has lost forty ounces of blood 
since last Tuesday, been living low ever 
since, and that easily accounts for it. It 
must be mere conjecture how long this poor 
woman may live; it may be a few weeks. 
Of course if she was to take violent exer- 
cise, she might soon die suddenly. If she 
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will consent to be kept quiet, and take low 
diet, she may live a considerable time— 
thet is, considerable compared with the 
time she would live, if she were to walk 
about. 

The other two patients admitted were 
men; one laboured under peritonitis, the 
other under acute rheumatism. 


PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE 


PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT 
or 


DEAFNESS. 
No. IV. 
By Fossnoxe, M.D., Cheltenham. 


In cases of deafness, with obstruction of 
the Eustachian tube, the indistinctness of 
sounds and noises in the deaf ear are increas- 
ed apparently by the impulse of the air on 
the membrane of the tympanum being ren- 
dered more forcible from without, than when 
that membrane is counterpoised by the free 
access of air from the mouth of the Eusta- 
chian tube to the cavity of the tympanum, 
But the continuance of this noise after the 
external auditory canal is plugged, shows 
that it-is owing but partially to this cause. 


Incapability of distending the membrane 

the tymp by closing the mouth and 

nostrils, and expiring forcibly, is no certain 

proof of permanent obstruction of the Kus- 

tachian tube, where that oan has oc- 
t 


curred, and also where plugging of the mea- 
tus externus has rendered the patient com- 
pletely deaf, I have passed properly- curved 
probes with the greatest facility from the 
nostrils into the cavity of the tympanum. 
When the Eustachian tube is clear, the deaf 
certainly hear best through the mouth, per- 
haps because the cavern of the mouth and 
the nasal cavities cause the sounds to come 
louder from that direction. But, also, in- 
ability to hear through the mouth is not 
always a proof of anent obstruction of 
the bustachian tube, for I passed the probes 
into the middle cavity of the ears of a gen- 
tleman, whose membrana tympani Sir A. 
Cooper had punctured, and who “‘ could not 
always hear a watch when placed in his 
mouth.” A patient may be able to perfiate 
the tympanum at one time, and not at ano- 
ther. Dry and fine weather is most favour- 
able for it. 

4 obstruction of the Eustachian 
tube occurs very frequently in those cases of 
deafoess which are connected with that state 
of chronic disease which consists in con- 
tinued and vitiated discharges of mucus 
from the mucous membrane of the bowels, 


with irregular determinations of blood to 
different parts of the body, and disordered 
nervous action. In these cases it is probable 
that an over-secretion of mucus from recip- 
rocal diseased aciion of the mucous mem- 
brane lining the tube of Eustachius may 
often preclude the approach of sounds to 
the internal ear by that avenue. I do not 
think that the deafness in these cases is 
always caused by local obstruction, for there 
is asense of tumult in the head, a con- 
fused and muddled state of mind, and con- 
comitant noise in the ears. I published the 
following remarks five years ago on this sub- 
ject:—** But in different individuals the 
hearing in this disease (the morbus muco- 
sus) is powerfully acute, whilst in the ad- 
vanced stages some are almost deaf. The 
deafness is not always caused, as one would 
at first suppose, by obstruction in conse- 
quence of mucus being accumulated in the 
Eustachian tubes, or of occlusion of their. 
pharyngeal apertures, for they have been 
pervious to inflation, when, in the more ad- 
vanced stages of the disease, the acoustic 
sense was greatly impaired. According to 
observation, both sight and hearing shall be 
preternaturally acute, or preternaturally dull 
in this disease, at different periods of its ad- 
vancement. When the eyes are morbidly 
susceptible, and noise and tumult in the 
head are complained of, the hearing at such 
times is more dull aud confused. It must 
be bered that in di which in- 
volve the whole constitution, as well as par- 
ticular parts, of the hum4n fabric, the ears, 
as possessing an eminent degree of organic 
sensibility, take a prominent place as to 
original susceptibility.” * 

It is a curious circumstance, that in these 
mucous cases, those nerves are chiefly, in- 
deed primarily, affected, which arise from 
and about the tuber annulare, viz., the fifth 
pair, which supplies the appendages of the 
eyes, nose, teeth, and parts about the face, 
and the eighth and ninth (portio mollis and 
dura), the nerves of the parts of hearing and 
expression. 

n 1822, Mr. M., a general practitioner, 
came to Dr. Jenner on his own account, 
having the mucous disease with deafness. 
The deafness could not be traced to obstruc- 
tion of the Eustachian tube, or of the meatus 
auditorius, by inference from symptoms or 
the usual tests. He had a painful and per- 
manent headach, great dejection of mind, 
torpor of habit, and every symptom incident 
to those who pass vitiated mucus from the 
bowels. His mind had been under the in- 
fluence of the depressing passions some 
years, I attribute his deafness to the dimi- 
nution of energy which the sense of hearing, 
as well as the brain and nervous system, bad 


* Pathology of the Kidneys, p. 107, 1825, 
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undergone in consequence. August, 18%2, 
I took these notes just as they stand, two 
years before 1 paid any particular attention 
to the subject of deafness. In June, 1825, 
Mr, M. called on me at Cheltenham ; his 
hearing and constitution had improved » but 
the susurrus aurium continued. 

There appears to be a morbid condition of 
the Eustachian tube of the same nature, 
which is purelylocal. In such cases | have 
found the Eustachian tube sometimes closed, 
sometimes mn, sometimes extremely irri- 
table when touched with a probe, at others 
possessing little sensibility, ‘The more irri- 
table the membrane may be, so much the 
= is the sense of cold and torpor of 

ating. In such cases the membrane is 
lax and thickened, and clammy with an 
albuminods mucus, os far as 1 can judge 
from the introduction of the probe, and from 
observing this condition of the soft palate at 
the same time. Dr. Parry describes a spe - 
cies of deafness which he thinks cannot be 
imputed to torpor of the nervous system, 
the hearing being at one time dull, at another 
too acute.* ‘This species is connected with 
a morbid condition of the Eustachian tube. 
There is a common species of deafness,” 
says he, “of which Dr. James Sims has 
spoken, if not first, at least best, in an exce!- 
lent memoir read before the Medical Society 
of Edinburgh. Like many other disorders 
of circulation, it is usually catled nervous, 
It, however, seems evidently to arise from 
obstruction of the Eustachian tube. Acecord- 
ingly, when it is simply of this kind, the pa- 
tient can hear well, when the tube is dis- 
tended by strong blowing, with the nose, 
mouth, and cheeks closely shut. He can 
usually also, at all times, hear acute sounds, 
but not the more grave ones. In this case, 
there is so far from being any real paralysis 
of the nerves that acute or very low sounds 
are even painful, and what demonstrates 
that this is a disease of increased vascular 
fulness, or impetus,+ and not of nervous 
sensibility, 1s, that | have known it first 
removed on the occurrence, in the respective 


* After hysteria, phrenitis, and some other dis- 
eases, the hearing is ofien too acute ; the nerve is 
sometimes morbidly ible al poplectic affee- 
tions, which appears to denote too great fulness of 
the vessels of the head. A case of morbid irritability 
of the auditory nerve following an »poplectic seizure, 
is related in the London Medical and Physical 
Journal, about 1822. The late Dr. Jenner was 
similarly affected after his first apoplectic seizure, 
and incapable of bearing any “ clicking,” or sharp 
sounds without flushing of face, determination to 
the head, and great pain, for he sometimes put both 
his hands up to his head and rushed out of the room. 
2 ceased a few days before his death, which arose 

rom a second apo seizure; whilst sitting in 
his chair and 
+ Here, and in the remainder of the sentence, Dr. 
P. introduces his faveurte doctrine, but I am not 
convinced that the facts canaot be as well explained 


examples, of hepatitis and hemiplegia, and 
—_— those complaints were diminished ;” 
my facts agree with a case of deafness 

isappearing on the occurrence of a thoracic 
affection, which I have already related, and 
are instances of John Hunter's doctrine, that 
“two actions,” &¢.—F.]—“ secondly, en- 
tirely cease in two instances, forty-eight 
hours before death ; and thirdly, completely 
cured for more then a year of the remainder 
of life by an accidental hwmorrhage from the 
humeral artery. This species of deafness is 
very ly produced by colds in the 
head, in which it is evidently owing to a 
communication of disorder from the mouth 
and nose along the membrane, whic is con- 
tinued into the Eustachian tube, It is pro- 
bable, however, that, on many occasions of 
deafness, the malady is not confined to this 
part ; but itis worthy of inquiry, whether, 
in such cases, the effect does not originate 
in a similar exeessive impulse of blood acting 
on some other essential part of the organ of 
hearing.” 

Diminution of nervous influence, and loss 
of animal heat, are observed, in cases of 
DEAFNESS WITHOUT DISCHARGE, in the tis- 
sues which line the Eustachian tubes, as 
well as in those of the external auditory 
passage. At the same time, the Eustachian 
tube may be excessively irritable tothe touch, 
and more irritable on one side than the 
other. Obstruction of the Eustachian tube 
rarely occurs unconnected with other causes 
of deafness. M. Lallemand describes otor- 
rhea of the Eustachian tube as the most 
rare and insidious variety of inflamma- 
tion of the ear with discharges. Dull 
pain in the aural region, fixed or shifting, 
constant or intermitting, tinnitus } 
in a buzzing or cascade-like form; hardness 
of hearing, increased to complete deafness, 
succeeded by sudden recovery, the two last 
phenomena being ascribed to the accumu- 
lation and discharge of matter from the 
tympanum ; a bitter taste, fetid breath, nau- 
sea, vomiting, expectoration, or violent 
coughing up of fetid metter ; distaste of 
food, loss of appetite, emaciation and de- 
spondency, caries of the bones, cerebral 
affection, and death, mark the progress of 
the affection. The disease is generally as- 
cribed to the stomach and lungs, and treated 
accordingly without effect. 

The ceruminous glands in deafness are 
generally torpid, or cease entirely to secrete, 
and, sometimes, instead of healthy wax, 
produce a thin fluid. The suspension of 
their secretion is said to cause deafuess. 
I have known audition become gradually im- 
paired at the same time that the wax be- 
came very bard, nodulated, and small in 
quantity, whilst there was, at the same 
time, some chronic soreness of throat, and 


in another way, 


pain in the course of the 
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Ta cases I have seen these glands much | 
irritated by any mechanical stimulus ; hence | 
Professor Macartney conceives it best to! 
let them alone when diseased, It is sup- 

that the secretion of these glands is' 
intended to prevent the intrusion and poi: | 
son of insects. I do not believe the asser- | 
tion, for numbers of persons whom I have | 
known having dry porches experienced no | 
such accidents, It is more probable that | 
the moisture has something to do with the 
conduct of sound; in function, as well in 
health as in disease, they appear to act in 
concert with the other parts of the organ. 

Destruction of the membrane of the tym- 

panum causes different degrees of deafness, 
which are incurable, Cold air and moisture 
obtaining, in consequence, ready admission 
into the delicate interior structure of the 
ear, render the individual more obnoxious 
to catarrhs, The preservation of the inter- 
nal ear from the effects of cold is » most 
important use of this intercepting mem- 
brane. Deafness, when owing to this in- 
jury, may exist without noise in the head, 
except during the catarrh. Mr. Cruik- 
shanks observes, that when the membrane 
is perforated the hearing is irrecoverably 
lost, for the air, getting through the breach, 
so affects the delicate periosteum and mus- 
cles of the bones and the pulpy sacs, that 
the parts are rendered unfit to perform their 
functions, though in the same pege he ad. 
mits that the membrane has been destroyed, 
and that the small bones have come away 
without destroying the sense. I have seen 
three cases in which it was destroyed by 
external violence or disease : all these par- 
ties were deaf. A girl of the name of Drum, 
wt. 24, became deaf at the age of four years, 
in consequence of violent cold and sore throat. 
The catarrh was attended with a discharge 
from one of the ears, which—she could not 
say. She had always noise in the ears when 
labouring under a cold. The membrane of 
the tympanum had an old ulcerated open- 
ing, through which, when affected with 
catarrh, she inspired, but not at other times. 
On the right side the Eustachian tube was 
permeable, and the m. t. uninjured. Both 
ears secreted healthy cerum., Cold injec- 
tions caused violent heat and noise in the 
ears, Alteratives, counter-irritants, stimu- 
lants of ammonia and volatile oil, in short 
every means failed to benefit her hearing. 
A boy was brought to me from Presburgh, 
near Cheltenbam, who had produced his 
deafness by partial destruction of the m. t. 
by introducing substances into the external 
porch, and exciting inflammation aod ulcer- 
ation 


Patients frequently observe that the ex- 
ternal auditory tube becomes contracted in 
deafness. It seems certainly to undergo 
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narrow and angular course towards the m. t. 
These changes may increase the reflection 
of sound from angle to angle, and concen- 
trate the impressions into a narrower focus at 
the drum. Ambrose Paré has a poetical 
theory of the passage of sound as affected 
by collision. ** Such a collision is spread 
over the air as the water, which, by the 
gliding touch of a stone, produces many 
circles and rings, one as it were rising from 
another. So as in rivulets running in a 
narrow channel, the water stricken, and, as 
it were, beaten back in its course against 
broken, craggy, and steep rocks, whirls 
about into many turnings, the collision of 
the beaten air flies back divers ways from 
acute and hollow roofed places.” 


NEW MINERAL RESIN. 


Tue last Number of Brewster’s Zdin- 
burgh Journal, contains an interesting no- 
tice by Mr, J. F. W. Johnstone, of Porto- 
bello, of a substance which he describes as 
a new mineral resin, and which occurs 
amongst the refuse of an old lead mine in 
Northumberland. The author describes the 
mineral in the following terms :— 

** Colour.—Externally, red of various 
shades, black, aod sometimes pale yellow, 
approaching to the colour of amber, Inter- 
nally, red, or brownish-red, except in the 
yellow varieties, and by transmitted light of 
a brilliant deep-red colour. It yields to the 
knife, but is hard, brittle, and has a bright 
glassy small conchoidal fracture. The frag- 
ments are transparent, and the fractured 
surfaces exhibit a pale greenish tinge (an 
opalescence), which becomes more decided 
after the lapse of a few weeks; the trans- 
parency at the same time diminishing in a 
slight degree. The specific gravity varies 
from 1.16 to 1.54 in the dark-red varieties, 
In the flame of a candle it burns with consi- 
derable smoke, and an aromatic, slight! 
empyreumatic, odour, leaving a small Sealy 
residuum, On the sand bath, in a close 
tube, it gives off a small quantity of a trans- 
parent, colourless, and highly volatile naph- 
tha, having a peculiar odour, resemblin 
that of some kinds of strong cheese. Heate 
to 400°, it does not melt, but assumes a 
bright black colour, though, when broken 
into fragments, it still transmits a rich red 
light. Over a spirit-lamp it fuses, gives offa 
colourless naphtha, a Pe | empyreumatic oil, 
and leaves much charcoal. eis insoluble 
in water, and is very slightly acted on by 
alcohol or ether. By hot concentrated nitric 
acid, it is slowly, but entirely dissolved. 
When rubbed, it exhibits strong negative 
electricity. Dr, Brewster informs me, that, 


some change of form, to wind in a more 


like amber, it bas no no crystalline struc- 
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ture. This substance occurs along with 
brown spar (carbonate of iron), and carbon- 
ate of lime, either in the form of little drops | 
on the surface of the brown spar, where | 
cavities occur in the vein, or in the midst of 
the massive brown spar, as if it formed part 
of the solid stone. In one specimen it rests 

carbonate of lime, containing crystals 
of Galena, and is covered with a mass of 
brown spar.” 

On the probable origin of this substance, 
Mr. Johnston offers some plausible specula- 
tions favourable to the Huttonian or pyrog- 
nostic theory concerning the formation of 
primary strata. Ie then observes: 

**The only mineral resin resembling the 
present, of which I have seen any descrip- 
tion, is the mineral copal, or Highgate resin, 
found at Highgate in blue clay. The latter, 
however, melted by heat into a limpid fluid, 
a character which shows it to differ very 
much from that above-described. 

** The vegetable origin of amber seems 
now established beyond dispute. The col- 
lection of embalmed insects belonging to the 
University of Upsala, or the equally splendid 
private collection exhibited by Dr. Berendt, 
of Dantzick, at the late meeting in Ham- 
burgh, appearing sufficient of themselves to 
convince the most sceptical. Yet it is not 
surprising that the occurrence of resinous 
substances like the foregoing, whose origin 
is incontrovertibly mineral, should be suf- 
ficient to lend plausibility to the opinion, 
that amber is of mineral origin also.” 

We believe the generic term of bitumen 
would be more appropriate to this substance 
than that of resin, inasmuch as one essential 
character of the latter class of compounds, 
viz. solubility in alcohol, is here absent. 


DREADFUL RAVAGES OF THE CHOLERA 
MORBUS IN ASTRACHAN. 

Tuoven the cholera had made its appear- 
ance at the mouth of the Volga about six 
weeks ago, it was not till Friday the 30th 
July, that its being actually in the city was 
ascertained, No sooner was this made 
known to the public authorities, than a 
council was summoned to make the neces- 
Saty arrangements for giving all possible 
medical aid, and directions to such as might 
be seized with it. Papers were instantly 
printed and circulated, with a statement of 
the precautions to be taken for avoiding the 
distemper, and a sketch of the means of cure 
to be employed in the first instance, till 
medical assistance could be procured, with 
a list of the names and places of residence 
of all the physicians in town: and that no 
delay might be occasioned among the poor 
who had not servants at command, the senti- 
nels, who are stationed night and day in all 


parts of the city, were instructed instan 
to report the name and residence of the in- 
dividuals seized with it, to the police officers 
of the different quarters of the town, who, on 
their part, had orders to sead the physician 
in waiting at the office, or if absent to fiud 
one. At first it was whispered that the 
doctors and the council were making a 
greater noise about the cholera than the 
case demanded; but a few days showed 
that it was not by any means a needless 
alarm that had been sounded. In two or 
three days accounts poured in upon us from 
all quarters, from which it appeared that the 
disease was of a much more malignant and 
alarming nature than the cholera in 1823, 
Some were cut off almost instantaneously ; 
many in the course of two hours ; and with 
the exception of such as had been instantly 
bled, it was said that most of those who had 
been seized with it expired. On Wednesday 
Aug. 4, being the sixth day of the cholera, 
it made its appearance in the Mission House, 
in the case of our friend Mr. Becker; on 
calling, I found him in great agony, often 
convulsed in a most extraordinary manner; 
he was seized about four o'clock, and im a 
few minutes past ten he expired. The next 
of our friends who fell a victim to the cho- 
lera, was Mrs. J——. She was seized 
about nine o’clock on Saturday evening, and 
died iv about twenty-four hours. Her hus- 
band, Mr. L—— (Serepta commissioner), 
died in the course of three or four days after, 
on his way to Serepta Colony, to which be 
was conducting his three motherless chil- 
dren ; his death took place on the side of the 
public road, three stages from Astrachan, 
On Monday morning Mr. J. S., who is now 
recovered, was reported to us as having been 
seized. 1 instantly called down, and was 
happy to find that having been bled with 
success, and taken other precautions, his 
situation was not peculiarly alarming. About 
mid-day the governor’s son was seized with 
it, and expired before the close of day. The 
death of the governor’s son on Monday was 
followed by that of the governor himself of 
the same disease on Saturday. 

Having thus given youa sketch of the pro- 
gress of the cholera in the circle of our En- 
glish and German friends, Xc., in their indi- 
vidual or family capacities, permit me to 
bring the scene before you os a whole, 
which the progress of the cholera pre- 
sented to our view. In general, business of 
every kind was at a stand; the bank sus- 
pended its operations; in the bazaar not a 
whisper was to be heard, and scarcely a 
face to be seen ; even the cabacks (tipplin; 
houses) were abandoned, and a gener 
gloom was spread over the countenanctes of 
the few solitary individuals that were to be 
seen walking through the streets. This 
gloom was heightened by their attitude— 
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moving pensively along with handkerchiefs 
at their noses, perfumed with or containing 
camphor, to counteract the infection with 
which, it was supposed by medical gentle- 
men, the air was in a manner saturated. 
According to the best accouats, when the 
disease was at its height, the number of 
funerals on one particular day was 500, and 
on another day 480, More than a thousand 
were buried about that time in a large sand- 
pit for want of graves, which could not be 
got dug so fast as required, nor ata rate 
that the poor could afford to pay for them, 
twenty-five rubles being demanded for each, 
Such a time we have never seen, nor do I 
suppose that such a time was ever before 
seen in Astrachan. On the roads leading to 
the burial-grounds which are out of the city 
scarcely any-thing was to be seen from 
morning to night but funeral processions. 
During its progress more than sixty officers, 
from the governor of the city, the com- 
mander of the fleet, &c. downwards, fell 
victims to it, and the number of the dead of 
all descriptions in the city alone (the resi- 
dent population of which is not more than 
40,000), is calculated at about"6000 indivi- 
duals, besides 1000, or, according to some, 
nearly 2000 of those from the interior of 
Russia, that were passing the summer here, 
and fled to the towns and villages up the 
Volga, in the hopes of escaping it. Of these, 
above forty were found lying on the road 
side unburied on the first three stages, till 
notice was given of the circumstance to the 
commanding officer of the district, But the 
greater part of the fugitives who fell victims 
to it, met their fate on the Volga. Nearly 
10,000, it is said, left the city in great con- 
fusion, and being ill-provided with food and 
other necessaries, were reduced to such in- 
describable hardships on their passage up 
the river, that Calmucks, on its banks, 
would have no intercourse with them. It is 
said that one or more of the crews of these 
boats perished entirely from the cholera, 
and having none left to man them, were at 
last carried down the stream with the resi- 
due of the dead on board, and that in other 
cases the ravages were dreadful. From the 
above statements it would seem that a sixth 
or seventh part of the population of Astra- 
chan, chiefly adults, have been cut of by the 
cholera; and it is supposed that the one 
half of the adults have been more or less 
affected by it. Some children that were 
seized with it died; but the proportion of 
these in comparison of adults was emall. 
youngest child died of it, 
after having been abandoned by its nurse. 
The cholera is now as far up the Volga as 
Saratoff, and as far west as Kieb.— Abridged 
Srom the Scot, Mis, and Phil, Register, 


— 
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ON THE ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL PRACTI-<- 
TIONERS AT NEWCASTLE, AND THE ESTA~ 
BLISUMENT OF SCALES OF MEDICAL FEES. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Six,—When I invoked the assistance cf 
your pen in support of the objects of the 
Association of General Practitioners estab- 
lished in this place, you will readily believe 
that [ anticipated not your opposition instead 
of your support; that I little expected you 
to designate the priociple of our proceedings 
unsound, and to impute to us the very es- 
sence of monopoly. I have to thank you, 
however, for the readiness with which you 
have given a place in your Journal to the 
communication I sent you; and though [ 
hope, with some confidence, that on the 
profession generally it will make a very dif- 
ferent impression from that expressed by 
yourself, yet knowing as | do the influence 
of your opinions on many of its members, 
I feel myself called upon to endeavour, 
either to alter your view of the subject by 
farther explanation, or to neutralise the 
effect it is calculated to produce in prevent- 
ing the adoption of the course recommended 
by other practitioners throughout the king- 
dom. It does appear to me strange to ac- 
cuse the Association of monopoly, when, by 
one of its fundamental laws, every le 
practitioner is not only admissible, but is 
actually invited to become a member; and 
surely you would not recommend us to in- 
vite the St. John Longs of the neighbour- 
hood to join our fraternity, Where then is 
the monopoly? It is as extended us the 
numbers of practitioners at least (and they 
are certainly not a few), and I am ata loss 
to know how its basis can be more extensive 
or more liberal; it is neither our wish to 
limit the existing number of practitioners 
nor to prevent their increase, On the score 
of monopoly then I am able to see no want 
of soundness in the principle. But you say, 
“« It is farther unsound, in its being an en- 
deavour to estimate the value of mental 
acquirement and skill by the gross inefficient 
test of a metallic standard.” Base, indeed, 
would be the attempt (materialist as 1 may 
be) to bring the intellectual exertions of a 
high and noble mind into comparison with 
the glittering dross which is too frequently 
the effective stimulus to human efforts, and 
which has unfortunately become the medium 
of compensation for all human services. It 
is indeed a subject of deep regret that it 
should be so; and of yet deeper regret that 
medical practitioners, however exalted may 
be their principles of action—however gene- 
rous aud philanthropic, and disinterested 
their desire to save life and to relieve suf- 
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men should yet need food and raiment, and 
wherewithal to be lodged ; that those ngs 
are only to be obtained by means of . 
and that their only means of obtaining the 
Jatter necessary ingredient in their inter- 
course with the world, is by receiving it in 
exchange for their professional services. 1f 
all this be true (as I fear it is, howsoever 
its truth may be deplored), where is the 
unsoundness of the principle, I would ask, 
which proposes to receive this golden com- 
pensation in direct exchange for the mental 
skill supplied, instead of under the false 
pretence of a physical equivalent? You 
speak of the lawyer's fees as not being fixed 
by any regulations ; but still they receive 
fees (and pretty large ones too, as I believe 
is not unknown to yourself), and as the 
direct reward for their mental labours. As 
to the greater or smaller sum which any 
practitioner, whether a member or not of 
the Association, might choose to charge for 
his services, this must be regulated by his 
own ideas, by those of his patients, by their 
power of rewardiog him, and by his repu- 
tation ; it is neither our wish to limit nor 
to enh the t of com; tion, 
but to place it on its proper ground, that it 
may be a pr ocd and. | avd not a trading 
compensation, As to your remarks about 
young practitioners being deprived of the 
Sony of making their way amongst 
poorer classes of society, I confess I 
cannot see their pertinency. The scope 
given to our table provides amply for such 
cases, and in the preamble care was taken 
to protect them from suffering loss by any 
such compromise of their interests. I have 
endeavoured to compress these remarks into 
the smallest possible compass, because they 
will thus more conveniently claim the at- 
tention of practitioners; 1 trust they may 
also induce you to reconsider the case, and 
that your view of it may alter. I believe 
ou to be the sincere friend of the General 
ractitioner, and that you will have candour 
enough to confess that your remarks in Tue 
Lancer of last week were hasty and ill- 
considered, should they hereafter (as I can- 
not but believe they will) appear to you in 
that light. I shall watch for your further 
sentiments on the subject, and will prepare 
myself to reply to them should they be ini- 
mical to the views of our Association. In 
conclusion, 1 invite opinions from gther 
ers, which I will uot doubt your rea- 
iness to insert in your Journal; and that 
the true spirit of the Association may be 
fully understood, 1 would suggest to you 
the propriety of your publishiug the code 
of laws for its regulation with which I fur- 
nisbed you. I remain, Sir, your very obe- 
dient servant, 


T. M. Grezxuow. 
Newcastle, Jan, 23, 1931. 


The foregoing letter, though dated Jan. ¢3, 
did not reach us until a few days back. We 
embrace the first opportunity of giving it in- 
sertion, Mr. Garenuow does us 20 more 
than justice, in believing that our remarks 
were not dictated by a spirit of hostility to- 
wards the interests of the surgeon in gene- 
ral practice whose cause we have advocated, 
and not we hope unsuccessfully, from the 
first moment that Tur Lancer appeared 
before the public. 

With regard to the policy, and even the 
practicability, of the “ Regulations” pro- 
posed by the Newcasrie ann Garesmeap 
Association, our opinions remain un- 
changed, and Mr. Gaeennow, without 
being aware of the nature and extent of 
his own convictions, formed by circum- 
stances in medical practice over which he 
neither has had, nor ever can have any 
control, concurs with us most fully in all 
that we have advanced on the subject, when 
he says, that ‘* as to the greater or smaller 
sum which any practitioner, whether a 
member or not of the Association, might 
choose to charge for his services, this must 
be regulated by his own ideas, by those of 
his patients, by their power of rewarding 
them, and by his reputation.” 

Now, as it is not in the power of the As- 
sociation to regulate the ideas of the prac- 
titioner, the reputation of the practitioner, 
or the pecuniary capabilities of the patient, 
how can definitive “ regulations” for spe- 
cific charges be rendered available in a 
profession like ours ? 

In conclusion, we may observe that our 
pages shall be open for the rut discussion 
of this question. 


MEDICAL ATTENDANCE ON PARISH PAUPERS. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sir,—Observing in Tar Lancer, No. 
388, a letter from Mr. J. Hoare on the above 
subject, and having had some little ex 
rience in this matter, I beg leave to offer him 
through the medium of the same useful and 
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excellent periodical, what little information 
I may have upon the subject of his claim, to 
which I will confine myself as closely as 

ible, the subject, generally, of medical 
attendance on parish paupers being too volu- 
minous for one communication, Indeed, it 
ought to be dealt with under different and 
distinct heads, as there is great room for 
amendment, and medical men have grievous 
causes of complaint, although I am willing 
to allow that in many instances they bring 
them upon themselves, 

I should presume that Mr. J, Hoare was 
not the medical attendant on the poor of the 
parish in which his patient lived. Did 
she apply to the officers of the parish in 
which she resided for medical assistance, 
or receive relief from them in any way 
whatever? If not, 1 conceive the amount 
of his bill becomes a private debt between 
the medical man and his patient, as a per- 
son cannot be considered a pauper until 
applying for ial relief, The proper 
course would haye been for the patient to 
have applied for relief to the officers of the 
parish in which she resided, which they 
are bound te give if required; they wouid 
then (she having become chargeable to them), 
for their own protection, swear her to her 
parish, and if she were unfit for removal, the 
order would be suspended until she became 
well. The patient having recovered, and 
the order being renewed, the medical man 
is paid his just demand by the parish to 
which she legally belongs. Poor people 
who reside out of their parishes seldom like 
to apply to the officers for medical reief 
only because they know that they will be 
sworn to their parishes, and, as soon as 
they are able, removed home, to which, 
generally speaking, they have an insur- 
mountable objection, The consequence is 
that the medical man is called upon to 
attend (and from motives of humanity he 
cannot refuse), without the remotest chance 
of remuneration. Had Mr. Hoare’s patient 
pigs to the officers of the parish in which 
she resided, and had they neglected to 
afford her relief, then I conceive he could 
have recovered every shilling for his atiend- 
ance, &c., from the time of her application 
tothem. I recollect a case of this descrip- 
tion occurring a few years ago to Thomas 
Osbaldeston, Esq., sen., a highly-respect- 
able and talented practitioner in the town of 
Hatfield, Herts ; and I make no doubt should 
this meet his eye, he will not hesitate a mo- 
ment to afford the particulars ; it was tried 
about seven or eight years since at Hertford, 
and the medical man succeeded, The case 


was “ Osbaldeston v. The Parish of St. 
Peter's, St. Alban’s, Herts.” Except at the 
particular request of the patient to the con- 
trary, the parish officers usually send their 
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who, it is well known, frequently contracts 
at a very low salary, calculating upon deriv- 
ing some considerable pecuniary advantage 
from suspended orders: it is a system of 
robbery and prostitution of principle, to 
which, I am sorry to say, a certain class of 
medical men too often lead themselves, 
As the season is now fast approaching 
when parishes will be called upon to appoint 
medical attendants on the poor, it will be a 
source of pride and satisfaction to me to 
take an early opportunity of exposing, as 
much as in me lies, the present unjust and 
odious system, and the grasp-all and exclu- 
sive conduct of the unprincipled part of the 
medical profession themselves. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant. 

W.S. Bowen, M.R.CS, 

Isleworth, February, 1831. 


‘PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A LONDON 
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of Tur Laycer. 

Srr,—The advantages which medical sci- 
ence has derived from your columns are only 
equalled by the desire which you possess to 
extend a knowledge of all its branches. I 
have for some time anxiously watched the 
proceedings of the various scientific bodies 
of this vast metropolis, and no one has fot 
sented greater attractions than the Medieo- 
Botanical Society, so far as therapeutics are 
concerned ; but it appears to me that this 
Society has not, and does not, advance the 
practice of medicine, by enabling the prac- 
titioner to understand more fully, or to em- 
ploy more advantageously, the various arti- 
cles enumerated in the cv ‘alogue of the Ma- 
teria Medica. Consequently, it is to be re- 
gretted that a more efficient society for pro- 
moting pharmaceutical science does not 
exist. I shall therefore, with your per- 
mission, propose that a ‘‘ London Pharma- 
ceutical Society” should be forthwith es- 
tablished, and the members of the medical 
profession in this and other countries in- 
vited to become members. If, through the 
medium of your useful and widely circulated 
journal the sentiments of the profession 
could be ascertained, and a place of meet- 
ing fixed upon, much good might be done; 
and if to this society a library of reference, 
a museum of specimens, and a class-room, 
could be added, many persous could come 
forward to unite their efforts in behalf of 
such a useful undertaking. 

Should you consider such a saciety likely 
to advance pharmaceutieal science, | 
you will lend your valuable support in its 
behalf. I am, Mr. Editor, your great ad- 
mirer and constant reader, 


medical pauper attendant, 


Own contracting 


London, Feb. 1831. 


| 
Jan. 23, 
tk. We 
og it in- 
10 more | 
remarks 
lity to- | 
n gene- | 
‘ocated, 
om the 
peared | 
en the | | 
pro- 
SHEAD | 
unh- | 
| 
emt of | 
recum- 
ch he | 
e any 
in all 
when 
paller 
or a 
night 
must 
se of 
race 
mer, | 
n a 
our 
RS. 


DISLOCATIONS OF THE SEMILUNAR CARTI- 
LAGES OF THE KNE&-JOINT. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
Srx,—Will you allow me to ask the pro- 
fession, through the medium of your widsly- 
circulated and invaluable periodical, the fol- 
lowing questions? 1am, Sir, your obedient 


servant, 
Samvuet 
Kingston, Feb. 1831. 


Whether they have met with dislocations 


of the semilunar cartilage or cartilages of 


the knee-joint ? 

How the accidents have been produced ? 

What are the peculiar symptoms ? 

What the best mode of reducing them? 

And what the after treatment ? 

Whether they can refer me to any mu- 
seum in the metropolis containing prepara- 
tions of the above accident? (Simple dis- 
placement of the semilunar cartilage or car- 
Ulages.) 

Can they refer me to any author who has 
written on the subject from actual experi- 
ence! 

In extensive inflammation, injury, or dis- 
ease of the knee-joint, where they expect 
the case will terminate in anchylosis, what 
is the most desirable position of the limb 
during treatment? 

Where anchylosis of the knee-joint has 
taken place in the straight position, is it ad- 
visable by the continued or occasional ap- 
plication of mechanical force to disturb it 
for the purpose of re-establishing aachylosis 
with the limb iu a bent position ? 


LETTER FROM DR. HANCOCK, 


To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Sin,—I have noticed in the last Number 
of Tux Lancer (Feb. 26th), your remarks 
ona paper of mine inserted in the Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 1 
esteem the criticism of one who can impar- 
tially view his subject, and, at once, with- 
out prejudice, bestow both praise and cen- 
sure, 

The intention of that paper was, in part, 
to show the mistakes which prevail in the 
colonies, in respect to the nature and treat- 
meat of mal d’estomac, and, in part, to show 
that the disease does not essentially differ 
from the common leucophlegmasia, or drop- 
sical habit of other countries. ‘The paper 
may be worthless in respect to its execution ; 
the subject, however, as a species of ca- 


SURGICAL QUERIES.—DR, HANCOCK. 


chexia, cannot be altogether destitute of in- 
terest, either in the colonies or elsewhere, 
It should be considered, | presume, of more 
importance than the tedious discussions 
lately put forth regarding the dracunculus or 
guinea-worm, a subject little dreaded, and 
now rarely seen, even in the West Indies 
or South America. Still more rarely shall we 
meet with cases of ** boiled African legs,” 
noticed by youin Tus Lancet of Saturday 
last, a subject quite new to me, although an 


alkaline leys, and subseq pp 
poultices, are successfully resorted to for the 
removal of the crab-yaw, or tubboes, so 
called in Demerara. 

I must beg leave, Sir, to observe, I had 
confided the revision of many papers to a 

rson who pretended to great dexterity in 
literary pursuits, which was subsequently 
verified only in respect to the work of cut- 
ting, pasting, and making a display, which, 
in his agreement, he termed correcting, ar- 
ranging, and revising for the press. I 
should state to you, that 1 had « large mass 
of MSS., consisting of memoranda, journals, 
and detached notes, which had accumulated 
during a residence and sojourn, of twenty- 
five years in South America, written under 
all the different circumstances in which tra- 
vellers find themselves occasionally placed, 
whether in the plantation, hospital, or the 
open savannah ; in the thickets of the fo- 
rest, in the courial upon the rivers, or in the 
huts of the natives. I had vainly hoped to 
getrid of the trouble of revising and reduc- 
ing them to order ; but I have found to my 
cost the truth of the old remark, that he 
who would have work tolerably performed, 
must do it himself. The seid paper on 
cachexia, to the bad language of penis 
have objected, is one of those arranged by 
the literary professor in so with the 
exception of the note, only part you 
have extracted, and which note I had sub- 
sequently added. I shall trust to your can- 
dour and liberality to insert these remarks 
in your next Number, as containing some 
apology for the uncouth language about 
which you have with reason complained, but 
the proof of which I had not the opportuni- 
ty of correcting, as in papers printed here. 

1 herewith take the liberty of forwarding 
for your inspection, a small pamphlet on the 
* Siruba, or Native Oil of Laurel ;” for the 
many defects of which I must myself be 
responsible, as no one else was concerned 
in its revision, I am, Sir, with sentiments 
of the highest regard, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

I, Hancock, 


13, Nelson Street, Commercial Road, 
3rd March, 1831. 
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SECOND NAVAL SURGEONS’ MEETING. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, March 12, 1831. | 


Mempens of the Royal College of Sur-: 
geons in London! Read with care, and 
with as much coolness as you can command, 
the report contained in the following pages. 
For ourselves we shall only state on this 
occasion, that the infamous authors of the 
diabolical outrage shall be speedily brought 
to justice. In the mean time, they must 
stand condemned et the bar of public! 
opinion, 

Before giving the report, we deem it. 
right to insert in this place, the names and | 


Tue proposal which was made by the 
Editor in the last Number of this Journal, 
that the members of the College of Surgeons 
should meet in the theatre of the College oa 
Tuesday the 7th instant, an hour previous to 
the delivery of the lecture, was received by 
the profession with the warmest approval ; 
and a more numerous, respectable, and sin- 
cere body of gentlemen, prepared to support 
their insulted brethren, never acted toge- 
ther in avy institution. The proposal was 
made in the following terms :— 


“It is the duty of the members to pro- 
ceed, and not to allow their ardour to be 
checked, Their own theatre is still open to 
them, and as the Council have refused to 
apply to the Lords of the Admiralty, the 

bers have now only to select a deputa- 


addresses of the bers of the il, 
that council which caused the members to be 
attacked in the theatres of their own college, 
by a body of men armed with staves, and | 
hired for the occasion from one of the, 
public offices of police. These names ought 
to be as well known to the public as they 
are to the profession. More we shall not 
say, as the course to be adopted with re- 
gard to legal proceedings is not yet defini- 
tively settled. 


NAMES OF THE COUNCIL+ 


Robert Keate, Albemarle-street. 

John P. Vincent, Lincoln’s-inn-fields. 

Sir Wm. Blizard, Kat., Devonshire-square. 
J. A. Hawkins, Great Mariborough-street. 
William Lyno, Clapham, 

John Abernethy, Enfield. 

Wm. Lucas, Grotes-buildings, Blackheath. 
Sir Astley Paston Cooper, Bart. Serjeant 
Surgeon to his Majesty, Conduit-street. 

Sir A. Carlisle, Kut., Langham-place. 

H. L. Thomas, Leicester-place. 

Geo. Jas. Guthrie, Berkeley-street. 
Anthony White, Parliament-street. 

John G, Andrews, St. Helen’s-place, 

8. Cooper, Great Russell-st., Bloomsbury. 
Thomas Copeland, Golden-square. 

John Howship, Saville-row. 

James Briggs, Edgware-road. 

Wm. Lawrence, Whitehall-place. 

Benj. C. Brodie, Saville-row,. 

Ben). Travers, Bruton-street. 

Hen, Earle, George-street, Hanover: square. 


No. 393, 


tion from amongst themselves, in order to 
accomplish the object of the resolution which 
was adopted on the 14th ult. The “ lec- 
tures” for the session have now commenced ; 
they are delivered on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays; the doors leading to the 
theatre are opened at three o'clock, and the 
lectures commence at four.* Let those 
members, therefore, who are of opinion that 
the naval surgeons should not be deserted, 
should not be left to their fate, should not 
be suffered to be laughed at by underlings, 
and sneered at by haughty lieutenaats, at- 
tend at the College at the opening of the 
doors on Tuesday next, when there will be 
sufficient time to agree te other resolutions, 
if deemed necessary, and to appoint a depu- 
tation of three, four, or five members to 
wait upon the Lord Chamberlain, who, we 
are informed by Sir James Granam, is the 
most proper person to be consulted on the 
subject. This is the only course now open 
to us; it is the only course which can be 
adopted with the least hope of procuring for 
naval surgeons a reinstatement to that posi- 
tion from which they have been so unjustly, 
so unthinkingly, and so insultingly ex- 
pelled.”—Lancet, March 5. 


Annoyed by this judicious announce- 
ment, an advertisement, of which the fol- 


* Days of lecture, Tuesday, Thorsday, and 
Saturday, at jour. The doors wili be opened at 
three.”— Ticket of admission issued by the Council, 
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lowing is a copy, was published by the 
Council of the College in the morning pa- 
pers of Tuesday last, and a circular con- 
taining a similar ‘‘ intimation” was sent 
to several members residing withia the cir- 
cuit of the twopenny post. 
“ Royal College of Surgeons. 

« An intimation having been given that 
it is proposed, by certain individuals, to 
make the theatre of this College a place for 


publicly discussing a question relating to) 


the surgeons of his Majesty’s navy, previous 
to the lecture on Tuesday, the 8th instant, 
the President and Council deem it proper, 
in the discharge of their duty, strictly to for- 
bid any such attempt being made, and to 
apprise the members that the theatre is 
opened for the sole purpose of the lectures. 
' © While the President and Council earn- 
estly recommend to the members of the pro- 
fession at large to abstain from any public 
discussion of the subject in question, from 
regard +o the interests of those whose cause 
it is professed to serve, they at the same 
time give thie notice of their determination 
henceforth to prevent discussions on any 
Subject from taking place in the theatre of 
the College. 

* The doors will be opened to-morrow, 
and in future, at a quarter before four 
o’clock, and the lecture will commence at 
four 


* By order of the Council, 
Epmonp Bexrovr, Sec. 


March 


Scarcely, however, believing this docu- 
ment to be authentic, or ignorant of its ex- 
istence, a very considerable number of gen- 
tlemen attended at the doors of the College 
at the time originally appointed for admis- 
sion, where evidence was immediately 
presented to the members, that the adver- 
tisement had really emanated from the 
Office of Mr. Betrovr. One half of the 
front door was open, and in the porch was’ 
placed the porter of the College in his 
official robe, The other half was closed, 
and upon it was posted a copy of the “ in- 
timation.” The back door of the College, 


by which the members were compelled to 


enter until the spring of 1827, and through 
which the students are even now obliged to 
pass, was entirely closed, and presented a 
similar notice. The members who first ar- 
rived of course immediately presented their 
tickets and demanded entrance, but this the 
porter refused, saying he bad orders to let 
“no person” in until a quarter to four. 
Protests against this treatment were made 
in vain, the members continuing to increase 
in number every minute; and although it 
was then raining fast, accompanied by a 
wind which exposed the whole of the gen- 
tlemen assembled at the doors to the effects 
of the weather, admittance even to the hall 
was sternly denied, while a number of the 
Council and their friends were seen looking 
and laughing at the windows above. 

This state of things lasted until about 
twenty minutes to four, when Mr, Waxcer 
arrived, and passing through the crowd, the 
porter at the door immediately drew back, 
but said, “‘ You cannot go in, Sir ;” Mr. W., 
however, proceeded without experiencing mo- 
lestation, A curious scene occurred on the 
approach of Mr. Wax ey and the members 
through the passages. ‘he door of the hall 
leading to the theatre having been sudden- 
ly and violently closed, there were heard 
in the hall various exclamations, and the 
chairs and tables amidst the disorder seemed 
to be thrown about in the utmost confusion. 
Some of the members believed that the per- 
sons put to flight consisted of individuals 
with whom it had been designed to pack the 
theatre. The hall door being thus closed, 
the members remained in the passages until, 
by the College clock, thirteen minutes to 
four, when, the bolts and bars haviog been 
removed, the members were generously 


permitted to enter their own theatre, which — 


in six or seven minutes was crammed in 
every part, and a vast number of gentlemen 
were unable to obtain admission. 

When silence was obtained, Mr, Waxtry 
was called for from every quarter of the 
theatre amidst acclamatioas, and immediate- 
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ly also eighteen or tweuty individuals com- 
menced hissing with great vehemence. A 
person who hissed violently, on being chal- 
lenged by Mr. Waxrey, was compelled to 
acknowledge that he was not a member, 
and was desired to leave the place, when, 
amidst the sneers and execrations of the 
members, he left his seat and went below 
amongst the Council and visitors, where he 
was instantly recognised by Mr. Mayo, with 
whom he shook bands with all the familiarity 
of established friendship. Two others of 
the most prominent of the hissers acknow- 
ledged that they did not belong to the Col- 
lege, and were obliged to decamp. It is 
said that they were clerks of the solicitor 
to the Council. There were some noise and 
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Betzanp, Mr. Bropre, Mr. Howsarr, Mr. 
Copetanp, Mr. Brices, and Mr. Earte. 
Mr. Keare acted as president. There may 
have been others, but we do not recollect 
to have seenthem. The number of visitors 
was unusually small, and did not compre- 
hend, so far as we could discover, a single 
individual of note or reputation. The ruling 
powers were received on their entrance 
with very unequivocal marks of dissatis- 
faction, the hissings and complaints of in- 
sults having been almost general through- 
out the theatre. Mr. Kearse had no sooner 
teken his seat than he rose, and waiving his 
hand, seemed to request silence, but we 
were unable to hear a single word that he 
uttered. Mr. Wax vey rose at the same 


confusion occasioned by the ecclamations | tine, holding the college circular ia his 


which arose whenever some of these persons 
hissed: at the same time numberless were 
the exclamations on the part of the members, 
that as they had been kept waiting in the 
open street, the President and Council 
should now be made to wait for them. 
They complained in bitter terms of the 
insults to which they had been subjected. 
Mr. Waxtey, however, agreeably to his 
notification in Tue Lancer, declared that it 
was not his intention to interrupt the 
“regular” business of the day, and that 
on the President's entrance he should 
merely put a question to him relating to a 
circular signed Epmunp Betrour,” when 
he should quietly resume his seat until after 
the conclusion of the lecture. Notwith- 
standing this announcement, the exclama- 
tions “ Proceed to business,” ‘‘ Now is the 
time,” “The Council have used us in- 
famously and they ought to be kept wait- 
ing,” were frequently repeated. 

Precisely at four o’clock, the President, 
accompanied by many members of the 
Council, and a possé of Bow Street officers, 
entered the theatre. The only members of 
the Council whom we recognised were, 
Mr. Travers, Mr. Vincent, Mr. Guta- 
nik, Sir Asttsy Cooren, Sir Writiam 


hand, in order to ascertain whether that 
document had been issued by the authority 
‘of the Council. Mr. Kixc, Dr. Morsow, 
and other gentlemen, also rose to address 
the assembly, but no person succeeded in 
obtaining a hear’ ,. There were, still, con- 
tinued cries that the Council had offered a 
gross insult to the members, and that the 
lecturer ought not to be allowed to proceed, 
while others as forcibly contended that the 
lecture should be heard, and that the 
question of the naval surgeons should 
be considered afterwards. Mr. Gutunis, 
from the motion of his lips, appeared to 
say something, bat his voice did not reach — 
the upper part of the theatre. In the midst 
of the confusion, Smrru, the Bow Street 
officer, was sent up to Mr, Wax er, and 
this attempt to intimidate the members in 
the exercise of their just rights, caused the 
utmost uproar. There was a general move- 
ment towards the centre of the College, 
where Mr. Waxtey was seated, and the 
members crowded around, in order to pre- 
vent the approach of the officer. Mr. Wax- 
Ley, however, requested that no obstruc- 
tion might be offered, and that the officer 
might be allowed to approach bim, observ- 
ing, that there could be mo doubt that both 
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of them knew their duty. Smrru, having 
reached Mr. Waxtey, said he had come 
to request that gentleman to withdraw, a re- 
quest with which, however, Mr, W. refused 
in the most peremptory terms tocomply. He 
said, ‘‘ Officer, take notice, I am perfectly 
quiet; I am committing no act of violence, 
1 am committing no breach of the peace. I 
am sitting here in the part performance of 
an important duty, and you know, as well 
as I, that you have no right to make an at- 
tempt to remove me from this theatre.” 
Smirn acknowledged the accuracy of this 
assertion, and returned to his worthy em- 
ployers, who were in high dudgeon; he was 
urged again and again to go in the obnoxious 
quarter ; but he said, ‘ Gentlemen, it is of 
no use, I have no right to interfere if there 
be not a breach of the peace, and Mr. Wak- 
Ley knows perfectly well what he is about.” 
The sclicitor, Witpe, seemed to be most 
anxious for the employment of the consta- 
bles’ staves. After this scene had conti- 
nued for about a quarter of an hour, the 
President and his precious colleagues, 
quitted the theatre amidst loud and genera 
cheering. Mr. Waxtey observed, it was 
to be regretted that they had not listened to 
the lecture on hernia, a8 rupture was cer- 
tainly a very appropriate subject to be con- 
sidered on such an occasion. ‘his, for a 
time, restored the audience to good humour. 

Several gentlemen again endeavoured to 
obtain a hearing, but were unsuccessful. 
Mr. Kixc, Dr. Morson, Mr. Dermorr, 
and Mr, Sieicn, made vigorous efforts, but 
failed to make themselves audible from the 
noise which prevailed on one side or the 
other, The hisses, however, which is rather 
curious, always appeared to proceed from 
the same quarter, No matter whether it 
was the President speaking, the lecturer, or 
any of the members, the hisses came from 
one spot or from one knot of persons in the 
upper range of the building, and not from 
the members’ department. In a short time 
the lecturer returned, and banded the pre- 


parations which he had left, to the servants 
and attendants, when he mede his bow and 
finally retired. 

The demands for the discussion on the 
naval question were now renewed more 
loudly than ever, whea Mr. Wakcey rose 
and remarked, that as it still wanted twenty 
minutes to five, they had better not proceed 
until the hour had expired. This sugges- 
tion obtained approval, and the assembly 
remained perfectly quiet, free alike from 
agitations caused by cheers and hisses, until 
within a few minutes of five, when the calls 
were repeated with so much eargestness 
from every part of the theatre, that, 

Mr. Kiyo rose and said, that as they 
were about to discuss a subject of the deepest 
importance to the profession, he would take 
the liberty of moving, that the oldest mem- 
ber then present should take the chair. 

Mr. Dermorr seconded the proposition, 
which having been put to the meeting was 
carried with acclamaiion. 

Mr. Srawron was soon pointed out as 
the venerable and respectable gentleman in 
whom the meeting would find an able pre- 
sident. That gentleman, however, not from 
any lack of zeal in the cause, but from se- 
vere ill health, was obliged to decline the 
intended honour. 

An elderly Gentreman on one of the 
lower seats inquired if there were no naval 
surgeons who would come forward, and if it 
were well known that the naval surgeons 
themselves complained of their grievances? . 

Mr. Waxtey stated, that he had received 
innumerable communications on the sub- 
ject: the naval surgeons felt deeply in- 
sulted, but they did not dare to come for- 
ward in their own behalf, as by so doing 
they would sacrifice every hope of prefer- 
ment. The first agitators of the question 
would not be forgotten. A naval surgeon, 
who had been in the service nearly twenty 
years, had been with him that morning, and 
declared, that he dared not take one open 
step in the matter, and that when a man 
entered the navy, such was the arbitrary and 
tyrannical nature of the service, that he 
could not hope for advancement unless he 
consented to relinquish every right and pri- 
vilege asan independent mav, 
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In consequence of the indisposition of 
Mr. Stanton, 

Mr. Kiyo moved, that Mr. Gronor 
Water should take the Chair. 

This motion having been carried unani- 
mously 

Mr. Waker rose and said, that as it 
was a question of such immense profes- 
sional importance, he thought it was the 
duty of every practitioner to lend his assist- 
auce, in order to relieve the persecuted 
naval surgeons from the disagreeable effects 
of the * exclusive ’’ regulation, and there 
fore he would comply with the wishes of the 
meeting, and take the chair. (4pplause.) 

On turning round to go towards the 
President's seat, which is formed by a 
couple of elbows fixed upon the front bench, 
Mr. Waxkcey remarked that Mr, Warxen 
had better take his position at the summit 
of the members’ seats, for that the Presi- 
dent’s “ chair’’ was only a “stool.” Mr, 
Wateser then amidst considerable laughter 
proceeded to take his place at the upper 
part of the theatre. and it was fortunate for 
him that he followed the advice which had 
been proffered, otherwise he might have 
been the first to have suffered from the 
staves of the President’s congenial friends, 
the Bow Street officers. 

Mr. Waxtey now rose and spoke to the 
following effect :—Mr. Chairman, and mem- 
bers of the Royal College of Surgeons, when 
this subject,—the exclusion of naval sur- 
geons from attending his Majesty's levees, 
was brought before the attention of the Col- 
lege the other day for the first time, it 
stood as a detached subject,—one which 
was entirely unconnected with our rights as 
members of this College. Unfortunately 
from very untoward circumstances, the ques- 
tion has now become involved with many 
others which seriously,—most seriously 
affect our rights (Cheers); and, Gentle- 
men, from the insults we have all just re- 
ceived from the Council of this College 

(hear, hear, hear), 1 fear we are not in a 
temper to discuss the question relating 
more immediately to ourselves, with that 
coolness and moderation which its impor- 
tance demands. I certainly feel those in- 
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do we all,”) and were it not that I might 
injure the cause of others, 1 would freely give 
vent to my feelings respecting this outrage. 
(Immense cheering.) Gentlemen, wheh 
the President and Council of the College 
entered the theatre, | merely rose for the 
purpose of askiog whether they would au- 
thenticate a letter (as it is called) which 
bears the signature of the secretary of this 
institution, After having put a question 
to them to that effect, it was my intention 
instantly to resume my seat, and to allow 
the lecture, as far as I was concerned, 
quietly to proceed, without any interruption 
whatever; thus much I intimated in Tue 
Lancer of last week.* But the opportunity 
was not afforded, and as the Council have 
now retired, and with them the lecturer, 
the benefit of whose talents we cannot en- 
joy to day, I think we had better pass only 
two resolutions—the first of which I am 
about to move, expressive of our regret 
that the Council refused to act upon our 
“ resolution” of the 14th instant on the 
ground of “ irregularity,” and the other 
upon the subject of appointing a deputation 
to wait upon the Lord Chamberlain; and 
when we next meet the Cquncil, we had bet- 
ter then address ahem upon the subject of 
their insulting conduct (hear, hear, hear) ; 
for if we were to discuss that topic in their 
absence, they might lose much valuable in- 
formation—information regarding the feel- 
ings of the members, and the laws by which 
the College ought to be governed, for they 
know as little of the law under which they ex- 
ercise their authority, as does the table upon 
which that young man is writing. ( Cheers.) 
You saw a Bow Street officer advance to 
me. (Cries of “ two,” “ three,” “ four.”’) 
Well, three or four Bow Street officers; 
but the one who came first, in particular, 
knew his duty. He would not put his 
hands upon me—if he had, he knew what 
would have been my duty. I hope when 
we see the Council again, they will come 


* “In conclusion, we take leave to remind the 
members that they should be at the College by 
three o'clock on "Tuesday next, as the proceedings 
relating to naval surgeons ought to be comm 
within ten minutes or a quarter of an hour after the 
opening of the theatre, in order that they may be 
concluded, if possible, before the period allotted for 
the commencement of the lecture. It should be our 
earnest desire to avoid any just ground of offence, 
and it is highly important not ¢o interfere with 


sults strongly, (hear, hear, and cries of * So 


what the Council denominate the ‘ regular busi- 
ness’ of the day.” 4 
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forward and make as manly and ample an 
apology for their conduct as the circum- 

stavces demand. (Hear, hear, hear, anda 
Sew hisses from the Knot.) Geotlemen, it was 
not my intention to read this circular to you, 
but as there are some persons hissing (cres 
of“ pupils” pupils only”), will read 
it, and you will say whether animadversion 
upon such a document calls for a hiss from 
any being bearing the form of man. It 
is signed ‘‘ Edmund Belfour, Secretary,” 
and is one of the most extraordinary speci- 
mens of composition ever met with, It can- 
not be the production of the Council, but 
must have been indited by Mr. Belfour’s 
cook, (Laughter.) You are aware that 
the theatre was to have been opened at 
three o’clock ; and I intimated that soon 
after that hour, in the absence of a more 
competent individual, I would bring forward 
a motion on the subject of the exclusion of 
the naval surgeons from the kina’s levees, 

1 had not the least intention of interrupting 
the “ regular” proceedings of the day. 1 
knew too much of the law to give our ene- 
mies such an advantage. ‘his is the circu- 
lar. [Mr, Wakley then read the document 
headed ‘* Royal College of Surgeons in Lon- 
don,” already inserted, and made some cri- 
tical remarks on it, which produced much 
laughter.] ‘* The President and Council 
earnestly recommend to the members of 
the profession at large, to abstain from any 
public digcussion of the subject in question !”’ 
Why, you see, Gentlemen, there is their 
own chronicler ; he ig the author of the pub- 
licity; (pointing to a short-hand writer, 
who was taking notes at the lecturer's table.) 
The Council have made it public, and they 
are about to celebrate this College by mak- 
ing it the last monument of expiring profes- 
sional despotism. (Cheers.) I recollect a 
certain aged gentleman, one of the Council, 
who entertained a strong antipathy to Hats. 
When this worthy sage entered the theatre 
one day, he saw a gentleman sitting with his 
hat on in the gallery; on observing it, he 
got into @ tremendous rage, and sent the 
officer to remove the obnoxious object from 
his view. Some one exclaimed, ‘‘ Ob, sir, the 
gentleman is a Quaker.” (Great laughter.) 

Now I think the cause of the offence in that 
instance was as contemptible as the cause of 
the offence of which we are the unwilling au- 
thors, and the explanation will have just the 


same weight; however,a few days will show. 
“While the President and the Council ear- 
nestly recommend to the members of the 
profession at large to abstain from any pub- 
lic discussion of the subject in question,’’— 
deeply, no doubt, feeling for our interests, 
and as deeply for our pockets— ( Hear, 
hear )}—“‘ from regard to the interest of those 
whose cause it is professed to serve, they at 
the same time give this notice of their de- 


I wish I only knew the author of this com- 
position, 1 would employ him; I would 
give him a handsome salary—(continued 
laughter) —‘* henceforth to prevent dis- 
cussions on any subject from taking place 
in the theatre of the College.” Now, Gen- 
tlemen, you are to come and see that monu- 
ment, (pointing to the bust of Mr. Hunter), 
and get all the information from it that you 
can. (Hear, hear.)—That piece of marble ia 
to refiect the light of science into your minds, 
aud you are to go away and congratulate 
yourselves for enjoying such an extraordi- 
nary advantage. (Hear, hear.) Now, Gen- 
tlemen, I wish to know whether you think T 
was not perfectly justified in asking the 
President, whether this jumble had or had 
not issued from the Council Hear, hear, 
and cries of “ Yes, yes.”)—And if I had 
been answered in the affirmative, 1 should 
have required a list of the names which are 
attached to this order; and further, | was 
about to demand that those names should 
be printed for the information of the mem- 
bers at large. (Cheers.) I shall say no 
more now on this recent insult, neither shall 
I propose a vote of censure on the conduct 
of the Council, for I think that measure 
ought to be carried in their presence. 
( Hear, hear, hear.) 

A Memper called out, Tt had indeed been 
passed to-day. 
“Mr, Wax.ey—Really T think so ; and if 
the members wi!! attend bere on a future 
day, | believe t!.« work of purification may 
be judiciously le/t ‘o them; but at present 
we will confine our attention to what has 
transpired relative to our fellow-sufferers 
—the navy surgeons ; our companions in 

and per i ( Cheers. ) When 

we meet here again on Thursday next we 
shall have ample time to adopt measures in 
support of our own rights. However, the 


whole affair rests for your judgment, and I 


termination” — determination — (laughter) 


‘te 
4 
t 
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beg leave to propose this resolution for your 
consideration ; and I trust that some gentle- 
man will be found to second it. Before 
putting the resolution, I ought to state, that 
in 1805 surgeons in the navy were placed 
on an equality of rank with captains in the 
army, and lieutenants in the navy. At that 
time we were at war, and this, 1 suppose, was 
held out asa bait to catch those meritorious 
gentlemen ; but having now little occasion 
for the services of naval surgeons, these 
officers have been prohibited from appearing 
in the presence of their Kine ; and what is 
most extraordinary, in the presence of a 
Sailor-Kinc. (Loud cheers.) Probably the 
less we dwell on this point the more advan- 
tageous will our proceedings prove to those 
whom we are anxious to serve ; besides, we 
may not yet be in possession of all the facts 
connected with this extraordinary transac- 
tion ; but I must say, that the insult offered 
to these officers in this circular is a far 
greater insult than even that which has 
been offered to them by the Lords of | 


the Admiralty. Is not the language ex- | 
; I shall read you one of them. If they de- 


hibited here an insult to naval surgeons? 
(Cries of Yes, yes.) Have they committed 
any faults? (Cries of No.) Then how 
dare any man, or any set of men, insinuate 
that they have been guilty of any impro- 
priety to deserve such an insult as this from 


the Council? (Hear, hear.) These officers | 


do not shrink from, but court, inquiry. It 
is the imperious duty of the members of this 
College to demand that their conduct be 
publicly discussed, so that the stigma at- 
tempted to be cast upon them shall be as 
publicly removed. (Loud cheers.) And 
it ought further to be made known that 
it has been cast upon them by some mis- 
take or by some circumstance other than 
improper conduct on the part of the Naval 
Surgeons themselves. It is said they are 
only Warrant Officers. It is very true 
they are warraut officers, but they are not 
warrant officers of the class you would ex- 
pect, being in fact placed with the ship's 
cook, with the gunner, the carpenter, and 
the boatswain. (Hear, and Shame, shame.) 
Gentlemen, I ought further to tell you, 
that the surgeons of the army are commis- 
sioned officers, and that the palace of the 
King is open to them merely from the 
rank they hold ; and it was only in July 
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favour of those officers by increasing their 
pay. But now that we have a sailor King the 
sailor surgeons are to be excluded from the 
palace, and visited with the sneers and scoffs 
of their fellow-officers. I ask you whether 
it were just or reasonable or manly in us to 
allow this stigma to tarnish the character of 
these meritorious officers, without using 
every effort in our power to get it removed. 
(Hear, hear, and cries of Certainly not.) 
Nor, Gentlemen, is this all, for in order to 
increase the injury that hes been done by 
affixing this stain to naval surgeons, it is 
now intended that the army surgeons shall 
very soon shere the same fate. (Shame.) 
Under these circumstances it is our duty to 
act promptly, actively, and decisively. If 
meetings in thiscollege prove not sufficient, 
we must hold meetings elsewhere (hear, 
hear), and never rest satisfied until jus- 
tice is fully established. (Loud cheers.) I 
may remiad you that the Council would not 
act on our former resolution, on the alleged 
ground of irregularity. I suppose they do 
not consider their own by-laws irregular. 


clined to act on our resolution, they might 
have acted on their own by-law. 1 should 
tell you that these by-laws are of no avail 
whatever, unless they are signed by three of 
the judges, therefore you may judge of the 
value of their by-law of yesterday. Undoubt- 
edly many of the “ Orders” which have 
been signed by the judges are not legal, and 
should they ever be considered by these 
learned persons while sitting in banco, they 
will discover that they have signed their 
names to clauses which can never be con- 
verted into law, The by-law I allude to is 
this :—‘* The College will, at all times, 
protect and defend every member who may 
be disturbed in the exercise and enjoyment 
of the rights, privileges, exemptions, and 
immunities, acquired by him as a member 
thereof.” Is this by-law ‘irregalar?” Al- 
though, too, they will not protect the mem- 
bers, yet they like you somuch that they will 
not allow you to throw up the diploma with- 
out paying “ the sum of ten guineas.” (Hear, 
hear, hear.) I would ask, What gave the 
naval surgeons the right to bold their offices 
in the navy, if not from the diplomas received 
in that and other colleges; and yet, when 
these excellent surgeons are insulted, this 


last that a new arrangement was made in 


is the mode adopted by the President and 
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Council to support them. (Hear.) I beg 
to move this resolution. 

** Resolved,—That the members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in London now 
present, deeply regret that the President 
and Council have sympathised so little with 
the feelings of the members assembled a! 
this theatre on the 14th ult., as to have de- 
clined to act upon the resolution unani- 
mously adopted at that meeting, on the al- 
leged ground that the proceedings were 
irregular; and that this refusal is another 
added to the already innumerable existing 
proofs that the President and Council are 
alike indifferent to the honour, happiness, 
and respectability, of the commonalty of 
this chartered College.” 

Mr. Comp tin seconded the resolution. 

The Cuartnman put it to the meeting, 
when it was carried, only two hands hav- 
ing been raised against it. 

Mr, Krve rose to address the meeting. 
He thought he might direct a few obser- 
vations, in the first place, to some of the 
young gentlemen in the gallery, who, in all 
probability, would by and by be colleagues 
of the members then assembled. He thought 
he had observed that, the pupils who had 
hissed what had been proposed and done 
by the members, were many of them young 
gentlemen attending St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital. (Cries of No, no,” St. Bar- 
tholomew’s pupils are not opposed to the 


The Cuarrmaw felt bound to call Mr. 
King to order. The members were met for 
the purpose of discussing their rights ; and 
if any gentleman rose to address the meet- 
ing, he must address himself to members of 
the College, and neither to pupils nor visit- 
ors. ( Cheers.) 

Mr. Kixo was just beginning to proceed, 
when, 

Mr. approached Mr. Wakley, 
and put iato his hands a paper, having writ- 
ten upon it the following words:— Mr. 
Wakley, you are required by the Presrpent 
and Councrt to quit the theatre,” 

Mr. Waxcey then read the notice to the 
meeting, and refused to withdraw. The 
mandate was received with loud marks of 
disapprobation, nor were these diminished 
when Mr. Betrovr exhibited over the lec- 
turer’s table a large paper, having inscribed 
upon it the following courteous intimation: 


THE COUNCIL AGAIN SEND IN THIEF-TAKERS. 


“The President and Council require the 
MEMBERS and sTUDENTS to quil the theatre,” 


The ink on this paper was not dry, and 
the short-hand writer had not time to copy 
the words, before a number of police officers 
rushed into the theatre, from the door lead- 
ing to the museum, and at once going up to 
Mr. Waker, three of them seized that 
gentleman by the collar, arms, and legs. At 
the same instant the geatlemen in the 
theatre rushed towards Mr. Waxcey, and 
while the officers were dragging at bis leys, 
bis friends were retaining him by the arms 
to prevent his attempted removal. While 
in this defenceless position, and stretched 
across the benches on his back, one of the 
cowardly Bow Street ruffians aimed a despe- 
yrate blow at his forehead with a brass staff, 
and had not Mr. Wax ey at that instant 
suddenly turned his head on one side to 
avoid the blow, it must have fractured his 
skull. The theatre was now in the greatest 
uproar, and the officers behaved in a bratal 
manner to the gentlemen with whom they 
came in contact. The fellows at last dragged 
Mr, Waxtey from the grasp of his friends, 
and when he recovered his legs, Lepsrrrea 
still holding him by the collar, (be also hav- 
ing fast hold of the officer), officers, members, 
aud all, descended suddenly over several 
benches towards the floor of the theatre, and 
at one time there could not have been less 
than the weight of half a dozen persons di- 
rectly on the back of Mr. Waxtey, who, it 
was thought by many of the gentlemen 
present, would be crushed to death. He 
contrived, however, to retain his footing, 
and was extricated by the larger portion of 
the party tumbling upon the floor, Ssirn 
the officer, who, as well as Leparrrer 
and another of the officers, is a man of 
enormous bulk, not being accustomed 
to the abruptly-elevated seats of this 
College, missed his footing near the 
bottom, and fell upon the floor with the 
force of a fat ox, and cut his eyebrow 
slightly against the edge of one of the seats. 
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Immediately on Mr, Waxtey’s getting into 
the hall, outside the door of the thestre, the 
officers loosed their grasp, and Mr. Waxcey 
diately directed another Bow-Street 
officer, who was standing by, to take Lep- 
itrer into custody for the assault, With 
this order, however, he refused to comply. 
On getting outside the College, Mr. Wax- 
rey instantly demanded that Lepsirrer 
should go with him to the Police Office. 
Leopirrer refused, and declared that he 
had nothing further to do with Mr. Wax- 
.ey; but Mr. W. stated, that he had some. 
thing further to do with him, and that he 
would not quit him until he had taken him 
before a magistrate. Accordingly he re- 
quested some of the members by whom he 
was surrounded to go in search of police 
constables, two of whom soon reached the 
scene of contention, and LepsirtEer was at 
last taken, accompanied by an immense mul 
titude, and amidst the greatest uproar, to 
the police station-house near St. Paul’s 
Church, in Covent Garden Market. Such 
was the crowd of persons, and so densely 
were they congregated, that there was the 
greatest difficulty in reaching the door. 

The scene here was one of considerable 
violence, and the Council of the College 
were bitterly denounced. Mr. Tuomas, the 
inspector, having heard Mr. Waxtey's 
charge, detained the peace-making officer 
in the station-house until 7 o'clock, when he 
was taken, in the custody of two police con- 
stables, before the magistrates at Bow-street, 
where Mr. Wakley attended at the same 
time to prefer his charge of assault. The 
crowd in Bow-street outside the office con- 
sisted of many hundreds of persons, including 
a great number of members of the College, 
and medical students. The officers experi- 
enced the greatest difficulty in obtaining 
admission for the witnesses, and owing to 
the density of the crowd and the excite- 
ment which prevailed, there were several new 
cases of assault ; for many who had attended 


merely as spectators, unexpectedly found 


themselves in custody of officers of police 
on charges of having broken the peace. 

We must now return to what passed at 
the College after Mr, Wakley and the 
officers had left the theatre. 

In order to complete the chief business of 
the day, the chairman and a large body of 
the members remained in the theatre, where 
the indignation which was felt at this unpa- 
ralleled outrage was most vebemently ex- 
pressed. In a few minutes, however, at- 
tention was directed to the second resolu- 
tion, aud Mr, Kiyo briefly addressing the 
members, proposed the appointment of a 
deputation to wait upon the Lord Cham- 
berlain in the following resolution, which 
was carried unanimously :— 

Resolved,—That this meeting, viewing 
the marked exclusion of the surgeons of his 
Majesty’s navy from the King’s levees as 
an act of unmerited harshness and injustice 
towards those excellent officers, and as a 
reproach to the character of the whole pro- 
fession, that a deputation consisting of three 
members be appointed by this meeting to 
wait upon the Lord Chamberlain, to place 
before his Grace such arguments as may ap- 
pear best calculated to effect the removal of 
the obnoxious regulation, or to render it in- 
operative in as far as it may relate to the 
surgeons and assistant-surgeons of his Ma- 
jesty’s navy. 


The names of Mr. Waxtey, Mr. Wacker, 


and Mr. Kino, were then submitted to the 
meeting, and those gentlemen were unani- 
mously appointed to make known the feelings 
ofthe profession to his Grace the Duke of De- 
vonshire. This arrangement was succeeded 
by three hearty cheers for Mr. Waxcey. A 
vote of thanks was then passed to the chair- 
man; and the members having learned to 
which office Mr. Waxtey had proceeded 
with the prisoner, there was a general cry 
of “ To Bow Street,” and immediately ar- 
ranging themselves in threes, the members 
and students, to the number of about three 
hundred, and occupying a line of immense 
length, walked in procession to the Office. 


The Council of the College bad an oppor- 
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Sir Richard. Mind, he said, “ 
ject” for it. How long have you 
constable ? 


tunity of seeing this mark of respect paid to 
the members, whom they had so infamously 
assaulted, It is a fact, however, that all the 
members and students felt that they bad 
been assaulted. 

When Lepsirren was taken into the 
office, Sir Ricuarnp Birnie, Mr. Harts, 
and Mr. Minsuvtt, were the magistrates in 
attendance, and they appeared astonished in 
no small degree, when they saw the chief 
of their men in custody on such a charge as 
the one preferred against him. The case 
being called on, 

Michael Kearney, policeman F, 21, was 
sworn, and asked what he knew of the case, 
and we feel it no more than justice to state 
of this man, who admirably performed bis 
duty, that he was regularly brow-beaten by 
Sir Brenre and Mr. Hatts. It 
was evident that he had given great offence, 
and, probably, because he had presumed to 
take into custody one of the officers of the 
establishment. 


Sir Richard Birnie. Well, Sir, what's 
vonr charge? 

Kearney. One of assault, please your 
worship. 

Sir Richard, Why,I ask, did ye take 
this officer into custody ? 

Kearney. Because he had committed an 
assault on this gentleman, 

Sir Richard. Did ye see the assault 
‘committed ? 

Kearney. Why, Sir Richard, I was —— 

Sir Richard. me, mad, yes or no; 
did ye see the assault committed ! 

Kearney. Why, your worship, —— 

Sw Richard. Tell me at once, yes or no, 
and remember that what ye say shall go be- 
fore the commissioners. [ don't wish to 
hurry you, for ye’r bread’s in dangér, Did 
ye see the assault. 

Kearney. No, worship, 

Sir Richard. Very well, Take down 
his words; his exact words. Now why did 
you take him into custody, Sir? 

rney. Because l’d an object in it, 
Sir. This gentleman had his clothes all 
torn, and he insisted upon my taking the 
man into charge, and there was a great 
noise and riot with the gentlemen, and this 
man — the cause of it all. 

Sir Richard. An object in it, bad ye? 
Mind, take down 

Kearney. 1 mean [ had a cause for it. 
I covsidered there was a reason for it. 


Kearney. Ten months. 

Mr. Halls, Avd don’t you know that 
you have orders not to take a person into 
custody for assault, unless you saw the 
assault committed ? 

Kearney. Yes, your worship. 

Sir Richard. Then why did you do so? 

Kearney. For the reasons | have stated, 
your worship. 

Sir Richard. What did the officer say 
when you came up to him? 

Kearney. He said that be would’nt 
and I said that he must, and he took out bi 
staff, and said he would break my head if I 
laid hands on him, and I said 1 had already 
laid hands on him enough. 

Sir Richard. Then, it is a pity that he 
did'nt break your head before. Where did 
you take him ! 

Kearney. I came to this street, your 
worship, and coming by the public house at 
the corner he ran into it. 

Sir Richard. What then? 

Kearney. He refused to go to the sta- 
tion house unless I used force, and then I 
sent for assistance, and Sergeant Stuart 
came, and through the remonstraace of the 
Sergeant he complied to come. 

Mr. Halls (to Mr. Wabley). Did you 
not know Ledbitter to be an officer? 

Mr. Wakley. The man never uttered a 
word to me. He had a staff in his hand, 
but that does not justify a person’s coming 
and seizing me in my own house. 

Mr. Hails. 1 don’t say that it does, but 
you being in his custody, did you not, in 
order to get released yourself, give him in 
charge to another? 

Mr. Wakley. Most certainly not, for 
he acknowledged outside the College, that 
be bad no charge whatever against 'me, and 
would not detain me, 

Mr. Halls, Very well. Now, where 
did he assault you? 

Mr. Wakiey. 1n the theatre of the Col- 
lege of Surgeons. 

Mr. Hails, Avd did you mention when 
you gave him in charge to the police con- 
stable that it was for an assault committed 
oa you by him? 

r. Most undoubtedly, 

Mr. Halls. 1n the College of Surgeons ? 

Mr. Wakiey. 1 do not koow that I did 
say that it was in the College of Surgeons 
that the assault was committed. I do not 
know this other man’s name (pointing to 
Smith), but he acted very properly, and 
ackuowledged that he had no power to touch 
me in the theatre. 

Mr, Halls, Well, now it’s very clear 


to me that the police constable had no right] 
officer into custody, as he did 7 


to take the 
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MAGISTRATES’ LAW. 


‘Sir R. Birnie. What, without hearing 


the defendant? 

Mr. Halls. Yes; 1 think so, the 
complainant’s own statement. I think he 
is wrongfully put into custody for this, but 
I should explain to Mr. Wakley that it will 
be quite open to him to take any further 
course he pleases, and that the officer shall 
be ready to meet any other charge. 

Mr. Minshull. 1 never did agree to the 
doctrine that the constable ought to see an 
assault committed before he takes the party 
into 

Sir R. Birnie. 1 go further even than 
Mr. Halls, for I say that these men bave 
orders from their officers, not from us, but 
from their own officers, not to take a party 
into custody unless they see the assault 
committed. 

Mr. Minshull. Well, but I remember 
what happened in Covent Garden once, a 
police constable was directed to take a per- 
son into custody for having committ 


not take the into custody because 
he had not seen the assault committed, so 
the man who was c went up and 


knocked the complainant down again, and 
then said, ** There, now, you have seen it,” 
and then he was taken into custody imme- 


diately. So that a poor man is to stop till 
he is killed before he is to be protected by 
obtaining aid from an officer ? 

Sir Richard. What! Take a person 
into custody against his official orders? 
However, | think that the assault, whatever 
it was, committed in the College of Sur- 
geons, makes a distinct case. 

Mr. Halls. have thought so all through. 
I have discharged Ledbitter, thinking he 
was wrongfully taken into custody. That 
does not preclude Mr. Wakley (and IL wish 
Mr. Wakley distinctly to understand that) 
from making any other charge against Ledbit- 
ter, or any one else, but in doing so he must 
take the proper course—he must make oath 
to the facts, aud then the magistrates will 
determine upon that deposition, whether 
they will grant a warrant or not. 

Mr. Wakley. ‘Then shall make a depo- 
sition now against this man ? 

Mr. Halls. Yes, if you please. If you 
go into the Clerk’s Office you will have an 
opportunity of doing so, and then we shall 


decide upon the propriety of granting a war- 
rant. 


Mr. Wakley then retired, and soon after- 
wards re-entered the office with the deposi- 
ition he had made, accompanied by the clerk, 
ho read the document tothe Bench. 

_ a Well, now, Mr. Wakley, you 
er this as a charge against Ledbitter? 
Mr, Wakley. 1 do. 
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Mr. Halls, And do you mean to charge 
him only ? 

Mr. Wakley. 1 do not think it will be 
necessary, in my view of the case, to 
any I do not know 
names any others. (Looking round. 
Here is one che 


avother way to the laws of his country. As 
far as it appears, and I take the case only 
from what Mr. Wakley swears, it seems, 
that constables seized him and dragged him 
out of the theatre. It is to be presumed the 

were properly authorised in doing so ; an 

really, if a constable is to obey his orders, I 
do not see how it is possible to grant a war- 
rant in such acase as this. 1 do not see by 
this deposition that the constable was wrong. 

Mr. Minshult. (To Mr. Wakley.) 1 think 
the better way will be for you to indict the 
constables at the sessions. 

Mr. Wahkley. | certainly think that I have 
a right to apply to you for a warrant, because 
a more gross outrage uever was committed 
on any human being. 

Mr. Halls, Well, I do not think that we 
ought to grant a warrant. 

Mr. Wakley, 1s a person to be assaulted 
in his own house, without giving the slight- 
est offence? I am a member of the College, 
and | was sitting in my own theatre quietly, 
without disturbing any one, without offering 
to assault any one, aod without uttering one 
single word at the moment I was seized. If 
Ihad ordered Ledbitter to take the Council 
into custody, and he bad done so, and an 
application had been made to you after. 
wards by the Council, would you have treat- 
ed that application in the same way that you 
have treated this? 

Sir R. Birnie. No, certainly not, 

Mr, Wakley. No,indeed. Gentlemen, 
1 confess that I feel myself in a peculiar 
situation here, It is not quite consonant 
with my notions of propriety to apply for 
justice to this bench ; for when I gave Led- 
bitter in charge, he stated that he had acted 
under the orders of Sir Richard Birnie ; that 
what he had done, he had done directly 
under his authority. If this statement be 
correct, the magistrate himself is the author 
of the assault, and I cannot expect that he 
will interfere to punish the culprit. 

Sir Richard. My vame, then, was im- 
properly used. I knew nothing of the 
business. Indeed, I have not even seen 
Ledbitter to-day until now. 

Mr. Minshull. The only constable who 
came to me was Gardner; and be said, 
“ With your permission | am going to the 
College of Surgeons.” 1 said, ** Very well, 
with all my heart.” Zhat was all that 
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Mr. Wakley. | am a member of that Col- 
lege ; and it is specified in the charter, that 
the College is a body consisting of the 
council and commonalty, of which I am 
one ; and further-—— 

Mr. Halls, | beg pardon, but if the pre- 
sident, or council, or superior officers, have 


done wrong, they are ameuable, you know, | 


to the laws in another way. 

Mr. Wakley. Yes, but if they were not 

— when the assault was committed, 
ow am I to get at them? The officers said 
they were sent by Sir Richard Birnie. 

Sir h. Birnie. Really, my name has been 
introduced into this case, and I do not know 
why. I had nothing on earth to do with the 
sending of these men. ‘This is the gentle- 
man [turning to Mr, Minshull] who was 
spoken to on the subject. ‘Ihe officer said 
to Mr, Minshull, “* Five of us have been 
applied for, to go to the College of Sur- 
geons,” and he said, ‘* Go.” Whenever 
such an application as this is made, we sup- 

it is to prevent a riot. 

Mr, Minshull.—I really thought it was to 
prevent pickpockets from committing depre- 
dations. He said, there was to be a lecture, 
or something of that sort, aud I thought 
there would, perhaps, be a good many per- 
sons there, aud that he was going merely to 
vrevent a breach of the peace. 

Mr. Wakley.—Yet I was assaulted and 
struck by other officers also most severely. 
Against Smith I have no charge, for he 
knew his duty, and as far as I saw, acted 
with great propriety. Ile said he had no 
charge against me, and saw me assaulting 
BO man, 

Smith,—I 


pardon, I went to Mr, 
Wakley, and endeavoured to persuade him 
to leave the theatre, and he would not; 
when we appeared, and I went to him, there 
was the most tremendous noise I think I 


ever heard. I never heard any-thing to 
compare to it except it was at the theatre at 
the O. P. I went back to the gentlemen 
(the Council), who ordered me to take Mr, 
Wakley out, and they ordered me to go to 
him again, I went to him again, and asked 
him to go, but he would not ; then I returned 
to the gentlemen ogain, They then said, 
they would draw up a memorial, and report 
me to the bench as being insufficient for the 
discharge of my duty: that [ was not wor- 
thy of being an officer of Bow-street, and 
that we disgraced ourselves; and, being so 
urged, I said, that if they would indemnify 
me, | would take him out, but not other- 
wise. They did indemnify me, and the other 
officers, and then we proceeded in getting 
him out. 

Mr. Minshull (to Mr. Wakley).—Do you 
not think that the authority of the President 
of that society, as well as the Presidents of 
all other societies, is absolute? 


Mr. Wakley—No, Sir, I do not; but 
even if it were, it might be absolute with. 
out being brutal. These are not times for 
| encouraging or acknowledging the existence 
of absolute authority any-where. Besides, 
the President and Council had left the the- 
jatre, and the members quietly remained 
merely with a view to adopt certain mea- 
| sures for protecting the rights and privileges 


‘of their brother members, the naval sur- 


| geons? 

Mr. Halis.—The President had left the 
theatre ? 

Mr. Wakley.—Y es. 

Mr, Minshull —Well, now I am only 
asking for curiosity—but will you allow me 
to inquire, if it is the custom for the mem- 
bers to debate questions after the President 
has left? 

Mr. Wakley. The question has been re- 
cently introduced, but it does not follow 
that because the members have not exer- 
cised their rights, that those rights do not 
exist. 

Sir R. Birnie. Well, but what is the use 
of debating! If the King issues an order 
that it is not convenient to see certain par- 
ties at the levee, what can be done? 

Mr, Wakley. We were passing a reso- 
lution to appoint a deputation to wait upon 
the Lord Chamberlain on the subject. 

Mr. Halls. Well, but I think we had 
really better not enter into that question, 
As tothe charge that is before us, your affi- 
davit does not go to the extent that is ne- 
cessary, for calling upon us to issue a 
warrant, 

Mr, Minshull. You would gain nothing 
by the warrant, nor will you lose any-thing 
by not having it. 

Mr. Wakley. am to understand, then, 
that I shall lose nothing by your not grant- 
ing the warrant? 

Mr. Minshull. Certainly not. You can 
indict the officers, or take any other course, 
just the same as if the warrant were granted, 

Mr, Wakley. Very well. 

Sir R. Birnie. I heard something of an 
application to the home department, in con- 
sequence of the officers refusing to obey 
their orders at the College. . 

Mr. Halls. 1 just wish before you go, 
Mr. Wakley, for your satisfaction, to read 
you the aie that bas been issued for the 
conduct of police constables in arresting in- 
dividuals; and you will find that they are 
not authorised to arrest, or to assist in ar- 
resting, nor to receive into custody, a party 
charged with having committed an assault, 
unless they have seen the assault committed 
(Mr. Halls then read the regulation, whi¢ 
was a repetition of what he had said, ] 

Mr, Wakley. Trae, these may be 
orders from the Home Office, and yet 
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be in conformity with the conditions of the | have been standing here under far different 


act of Parliament. 

Mr. Halls, O yes, it is. 

Sir R. Birnie. It quotes the Act of Par- 
liament, so that there can be no doubt! 


of it. 
Mr, Wakley. Well, I can only say, that 

a more gross and atrocious assault never | 
was committed on any person. See how my | 
clothes are torn. (Showing his shirt and coat, 
or, rather, the fragments that remained of 
them).—Very well, Gentlemen, I must of 
course submit to your decision, but I shail 
follow up vigorous proceedings elsewhere 
against the whole of the parties. The assault 
committed upon me was one of the most 
brutal description ; and had I not been as 
strong asa horse, I must have been crushed 
or torn to pieces. 1 was also struck most 
violently ; but, Gentlemen, I really am at 
a loss to understand your law. Mr. Halls 
has said, that when the constable appeared, 
it was my duty to submit without resistance 
to an officer, even if I knew that | had done 
no wrong; while, on the other hand, Sir 
Richard Birnie has stated, that when the 
police constable received Ledbitter in charge, 
it was a pity that Ledbitter had not broken 
his head with his staff! Again; the police 
constable is to be reported to the Commis- 
sioners, and probably discharged, for having 
teken a man into custody on a charge of an 
assault, without having seen the assault 
committed, while Ledbitter and his compa- 


nions, who struck and dragged me while | 
was quietly sitting in my own College, are 


considered to have committed no assault 
atall, 

Mr. Halls, Well, 1 can only assure you, 
Mr. Wakley, that I regret as deeply that an 
assault has been committed upon you, as 
upon any man in the country ; but judging 
from the affidavit, the only document upon 
which we can act, we do not feel that we 
ought to grant a warrant, especially as our 
not doing so, cannot affect ulterior proceed- 
ings. We can only act on what is brought 
before us. We are accustomed here to de- 
cide upon facts, and these do not in the pre- 
sent case call upon us to grant a warrant. 

Mr, Wakley. 1 again repeat, that a more 
unjustifiable, a more unwarrantable assault, 
was never commitied upon an unoffending 
body of gentlemen. The officers seized me 
before I even saw them. Although Smith had 
previously doue so, Ledbitter and his com- 
panions did not speak one word before they 
attempted with brute force to drag me from 
my seat. 1 only regret that I was not fur- 
nisbed with arms, for 1 would have shot at 
least one of the officers dead on the spot. If 
such violence is to be tolerated, no English- 


Mr. Hails. 1am extremely happy that 


were not so provided, or you might 


circumstances. 

Mr. Wakley, accompanied by a host of 
friends, then lett the office. 

Witpe, the solicitor to the College, hed 
been in the office standing behind the clerk, 
and on Sir Ricnarp Branie inquiring who 
he was, one of the officers said that ‘‘he” 
had given them an indemnity on the part of 
the Council, which leads us, on closing the 
report, to put a question to the magistrates. 
—Had the officers killed either of the mem- 
bers, could this man, Witpe, or any one of 
the Council, have ‘‘ indemnified” them for 
suffering the punishment awarded by the 
law for the crime of murder t 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


PUBLIC MEETING. 


In consequence of 

THE ATROCIOUS ASSAULT 
committed upon 

THE MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS; 
IN THEIR OWN THEATRE, 
BY BOW-STREET OFFICERS, 
acting under and by the authority of the 
PRESIDENT AND COUNCIL, 


A PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 
PROFESSION 


is appointed to be held in the 


Great Room of the Crown and Anchor, in 
the Strand, 


On Wevxespay Evening next, 
March the 16th. 


The Chair to be taken at half-past six for 
Seven o’clock precisely. 
A Plan will be introduced for the 
INSTITUTION OF 
A NEW MEDICAL COLLEGE, 
founded upon the most 
ENLARGED AND LIBERAL PRINCIPLES, 
and in which 
ALL LEGALLY-QUALIFIED 
PRACTITIONERS, 
whether 
PHYSICIANS, SURGEONS, OR APOTHECARIES, 
Will be associated upon equal terms, will 
Enjoy equal rights, and 
Will be recognised by the same title, 
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. As this Institation, if firmly established, 

must break down the Collegiate and Hospi- 
tal Monopolies, and must relieve the poor 
from the dreadful consequences which too 
often result from the operations of incom- 
petent practitioners, it is calculated to exer- 
cise & MOST BENEFICIAL INFLUENCE OVER 
THE PUBLIC HEALTH, and thus prove of 
INDESCRIBABLE ADVANTAGE TO THE COM- 
MUNITY, 

The examination of students for the 
Diploma will be conducted openly in the 
presence of the public and the press, in a 
theatre constructed for the purpose. 

In every respect it will be a rustic 1N- 
STITUTION, established for GOOD, 
and for tue nonovr and Protection of 
MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS, and erected for 
the attainment of such beneficent objects, it 
must command and receive the unqualified 
support of our present just and wise 
government, 

Tue Council of the College feared to 
encounter the members on Thursday, not- 
withstanding the support of the magistrates 
and their armed police, and they published 
in the papers of the next day the following 
advertisement. 

« Royal College of Surgeons in London, 

** In consequence of the riot and confu- 
sion which prevented the delivery of the 
lecture on Tuesday last, and which the 
President and Council have reason to ap- 
prehend will be repeated, the lectures are 
postponed until further notice. 

Epmunp Berrour, Sec.” 


NAVAL SURGEONS. 


Tus Members of the deputation, which 
was appointed in the theatre of the College 
on Tuesday last, have written to the Duke 
of Devonsurre, to know when it will be 
convenient for his Grace to honour them 
with an interview. The reply of the Lord 
Chamberlain had not been received when 
our Number went to press. 


ADDRESS 
TO THE 


MEDICAL PROFESSION OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 
Ai to ata Meeting of Members of the 
Gronos Watxer, Esq., in the Chair, 


Gentiemen,—We feel it to be our im- 
perative duty tocall upon you to unite with 
us in an endeavour to save the honourable 
profession which we exercise from the 
shame and ignominy with which afew ma- 
ligaant and misguided men have endea- 
voured to tarnish it. We entreat of you to 
reflect upon the extraordinary event it is 
our duty to record. A foul, unprovoked, 
and illegal assault, has this day been com- 
mitted upon the whole of the members of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, by order 
of—we blush to say it—by order of their 
Council. We were waiting in our own 
theatre for the purpose of discharging an 
important duty to a branch of our brother 
members, when, by order of the Council, a 
band of armed men from Bow Street Office 
were let loose upon us. These men, bran- 
dishing their bludgeons as if they had to 
encounter a gang of assassins, laid violent 
hands upon us, wrenched us from our seats, 
and expelled us from our theatre by brute 
foree. Thus have our rights been trampled 
upon, our lives endangered, our feelings 
outraged, and our profession insulted, by 
ourown Council, Gentlemen, we know not 
what atonement can be made for so criminal 
and wanton an act ef treachery; but we 
feel that the whole professioa will join us, 
heart and hand, in our endeavour to rescue 
the government of the College of Surgeons 
from a council which could so grossly and 
premeditatedly pervert the duties of their 
office, At any rate they will immediately 
be brought to justice, and we trust that all 
connexion between them and every honour- 
able member of the profession will soon 
cease in law, as it now dovs in fact. We 
hope that no medical student will present 
himself for a diploma stained with the 
blood of his senior colleagues. This lan- 
guage is strong, but it is lamentably inade- 
quate to express the abhorrence you must 
have felt had you. witnessed this atrocious 
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violation of every moral and professional 
feeling, For ourselves, whose persons and 
liberties were attacked in the most ruffian- 
like manner, we are determined to exercise 
every means at our disposal to prevent a 
recurrence of such an unprincipled outrage. 
Need we say, that measures must instantly 
be taken to place the rights of the profession 
upon a secure basis, or we shall become ob- 
jects of feebleness and contempt. 
(Signed on behalf of the meeting) 
G. Watxer, Chairman. 


OUTRAGE AT THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Stn,—Our very excellent teacher, Mr. 
Waller, at the close of his lecture this even - 
ing, expressed himself nearly in the follow- 
ing words; and from the very warm marks 
of approbation which followed his address, 
it is quite clear that the sentiments of the 
class were in unison with his own, and, 
therefore, you will no doubt oblige them by 
putting it on record :— 

** Gentlemen,” said Mr. Waller, ‘ I have 
an e@po to make for this short lecture ; 
I came in late, I leave off early ; but really 
Tam this moment labouring under excite- 
ment at some events I have just witnessed, 
which unfit me for the continuance of my 
duty. 1am just returned from the College 


of Surgeons, and have there witnessed a/ 


scene which must excite and irritate every 
one who has the misfortune to be a member 
of such a College. I have seen, Gentle- 
men, the members of that College sitting in 
their own theatre, quietly and dispassion- 
ately advocating their own rights, forcibly 
ejected, turned out vi et armis, by a set of 
police vagabends, acting under the direc- 
tion of the self-elected corrupt junta, the 
President and Council. Whether the law 
will protect its own myrmidons, or whether 
justice will be administered to those upon 
whom this base act has been commitred, 
remains to be seen; but I understand that a 
charge of assault will be preferred against 
them. But, Gentlemen, such a state of 
things ought not, will not, cannot, be suf- 
fe to exist. If the members submit 
quietly to these insults, they will deserve 
every indignity which may be heaped upon 
them ; it was a proceeding, Gentlemen, dis- 
graceful to the age in which we live; an 
act, in fact, which would disgrace any civil- 
ized society, an act unparalleled in the his- 


tory of any body beving the slightest pre- 
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tensions to be called a scientific one.” (Jm - 


mense cheering.) 
I remain, Sir, yours obediently, 
A Pvew or Mr. 
Tuesday evening, March 8th, 1831. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


LECTURES AND ACCOUNTS, 


To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 


Ser,—I am this moment returned from 
the College of Physicians, to which I was 
invited by the President and Fellows (as 
their card expresses) ‘* for the purpose of 
reading medical papers, and holding medical 
conversations,” and never do 1 remember 
to have attended a medical society with so 
little benefit or satisfaction, A paper was 
read to be sure (the production of one of the 
learned fellows), but it contained so many 
self-evident facts, and so little instruction, 
that I believe there was not a physician 
present who did not feel disappointment and 
regret at the loss of the time he had spent in 
listening to it. Immediately after the read- 
ing of the paper the President left the chair, 
and thus concluded the business of the 
evening. I cannot help thinking, that 
through your valuable Journal, some means 
might be suggested for better rormmieg the 
concerns of this monopolizing President 
Fellows, 

I have always considered, Mr. Editor, 
that when a man b a licentiate, he 
should attend all medical meetings in the 
College as a right, that he should be allowed 
the use of the library, and have access to the 
museum, without laying himself under a 
personal obligation to any fellow who may 
happen to be elected librarian or curator of 
the museum. It should be remembered, 
that on his becoming a licentiate, certain 
fees are exacted, as, for instance, a fee to 
the president, a fee to each of the censors, 
a fee to the registrar, a fee to the beadle, a 
fee to the porter, besides stamps, &c., and, 
lastly, a fee of $27. to the College. All these 
fees (whether rightly exacted or not I will 
refrain from inquiring) speak for themselves, 
czsepting the last, which I cannot under- 
stand, As the College chooses to exact this 
latter sum, I think licentiates have a right 
to inquire what becomes of it. 1am quite 
sure there must be some liberal-minded men 
among the fellows, who would scorn to take 
a fee in this way, without explaining what 
becomes of it, if they could; but the only 
answer I could get to my private inquiries 
was, that every-thing was correct according 
to the regulations of the College, end ac- 
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cording to the present Charter. This ex- 
planation to me is any-thing bat satisfac- 
tory, and the sooner the present regulations 
are altered, the better for its credit; let 
e worm-eaten Charter be brought to light 

the hole or corner where it bas so lon 

bered in peace, either to be re-modell 
cancelled altogether. I am, Mr. Editor, 
Your very obedient servant, 
A Licentiate. 


[As in the case of Mr. Greenhow'’s let- 
ter, and indeed two or three others, we have 
to complain of the late delivery of the above 
communication, which has only just come to 
hand.—Ep. L 


THE ANATOMICAL SCHOOL, BREWER-STREET. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 


Str,—Ar the commencement of this season 
you showed yourself the pupils’ friend, by 
cautioning them to beware to whom they paid 
their money, a caution which all who have 
entered to the new anatomical school, 
Brewer Street, regret having disregarded ; 
for the loss of time [ consider a greater loss 
than the waste of meney. This school was 
ten weeks before it had any subject at all, 
and then only a small one covered with pus- 
b of small-pox, which bad no doubt been 

used by the other schools. After this, a 
very old emaciated subject was procured, 
price eight guineas, the muscles of which 
were so bad, that the fibres gave way io 
many parts, and would not bear dissection ; 
and this is all that has been attempted to 
be dissected at the new anatomical school . 
there has never been one specimen of good 
dissection on the table of the lecturer 
or demonstrator, the latter person coming 
twice or thrice a week at twenty minutes, 
@ quarter, and even ten minutes to nine, 
though his appointed time is every morning 
at eight. Could you, Sir, point out any 
way by which the pupils may recover their 
money, which I conceive they have a right 
to demand ? It is impossible that gentlemen, 
who feel that responsibility which those who 
teach this important branch ought to feel, 
could act in this manner; for, in fact, they 
have never yet bad any part of the human 
subject fit either for demonstration or lec- 
ture. Be kind enough to let this, which 
contains the sentiments of the remaiuing 
class, appear in your valuable Lancer. 


1 am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 


A 
February, 1851. 


COMPLAINT.—FRENCH QUACKS AND APOTHECARIES, 


LAW OF THE FRENCH SOCIETY OF PHARMA- 
COPOLISTS ON THE SALE OF SECRET nE- 
MEDIES. 


“ As the Society is in the highest degree 
jealous of the dignity of the profession 
which its members pursue, any apothecary 
who shall compromise that respectability by 
annovncing himself as the author or deposi- 
tary of secret medicines, by causing himself 
to be puffed in the papers, by associating 
the duties of the apothecary with a trade to 
which the former should in @ stranger, 
&e., such a person cannot become a member 
of the Society, and if he be already a mem- 
ber, the secretary shall send him a copy of 
this article, when, in case of his continuing 
the proscribed traffic or practice, he shall 
be expelled upon sufficient proof of the of- 
fence.” — General Law, Art. 36, 


THE SISTERS OF CHARITY—PARIS 
QUACKERY. 

The apothecaries of Paris have presented 
a memorial to M. Odillon Barrot, prefect of 
the Seine, requesting the suppression of the 
dispensaries of medici ted with the 
charitable institutions, in which it appears 
that the medicine is vended, prescribed, 
and compounded by the Sisters of Charity, 
and other religious societies of females. 
The principal grounds on which the memo- 
rialists take their position, are, the total 
want of medical education in these persons, 
and the inconveniences and dangers result- 
ing from their refusal to sell medicines after 
certain hours, and on the Sabbath dey. The 
memorialists add, that ‘* Either the apothe- 
caries should no longer be compelled to un- 
dergo a lengthened period of study and sub- 
sequent examinations, or the shops kept by 
totally unqualified individua!s should be im- 
mediately suppressed.” 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


other gentlemen, have been oidab! 
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